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And who/0ever will, let him take the 
_ Water of Life — Rev. 22. 17 
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Courteous Reader 


* 


* * 
. 


Have now preſented f thee i 
 evith ſomething of a diſcourſe 
of the Water of Life and its vir 
tues, therefore thou mayeſt, if 
thou wilt, call this Book, Bu- 
yan s Bill of his Maſter's Wa-= 
))) TT. 


r 


99 


„nere een 


ter of 12 Ties 7 have not 2 t 
_ forth at large the excellent Na- 
ture and Quality thereof, nor 
can that ſo be done by the Pen 

o Tongue of Men or Angels. | 
77 this I bave ſaid, and ſo 
aying, [aid truly, that whoſo= 

EA £4 2 of this _ ; 
Hall find it in him a Well of 
Water j and not onfy ſo. but a | 

Vell bringing up in him to 1 
-Wverlafiing life; Jt his Diſeaſe Þ 
to be what i will. And as Men 
* - #n their Bills for Conviction to 

Readers, do give an account to 

the Country of the Perſons cu- 

red; and the Diſeaſesthat have 
been removed by Liquors and 


=: — that wy have mate = 


to > the Rear £2 A 
2 that end, ſo a avere | 


not already done by holy æuritz 


give you accounts of numberleſs 
Numbers that have not only been 


9 made to live, but to live for e- 


ver by drinking of this I, ater, 
this pure Water of life. Many 
of tbem are indeed removed from 


" & hence, and live where they can- 


x not be ſpoken with us yet, but as 
# bundance of them do ſtill remain 


- Þ here, and have their abode yet 
# with Men. Only, if you would 


drink it by itſelf, aud that thou 
mayeſt not a deceived. by that 
= which is counterſeit, know it ig 
ar it comes from the hand of the 
Lord, without mixture, pure 


and clears C 1 know w 
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there are many Mountebanks in 
the World, and every. of them 
pretend they have this Mater is 
fell. ' But my advice is, that % 
thou go directly to the Throne thy 
ſelf, or as thou art hidden, come 
to the Waters, and there thou i 


halt be ſure ia have that whichis % 


rig ht and good, and that which L ; 
 eertamlymake thee.well let thy | 
Diſeaſe or trouble, or pain, or 
Malady b:what it will. For the 
Price, care not for that, tis cheap 
enough ; This is to be had with= Þ 
out Money or Price. Iæuill give 


5 4 


|  ſaithGodand the Lamb, to him 


that is a thirſt of the Fountain 
of the Water of life freely; Rev. 
21. 6. Jo that thou haſt no 


: FE  3 =. 
* $ * 
, 


a” * 


to the Reader 7 


ground to keep bak becanfe of 
| & thy Poverty: Nay, for the Poor 

tis prepared, and ſet open ; to 
# the Poor it is offered; the Poor 
= and Needy may have it free l. 
Hui let it mth: lighted be- 


5 | cauſe it is offered to thee upon 


terme ſo full, ſo free. For thou 
art ſick, ns 7 t uni death 1 


thou drizkeſt not of it ; nor is 


ere any other then thisthat can 
= heal theo and make thes l. 1 


. 4 


Farewell. The Lord be A 
_ thy Phyſician : 80 prays. A 


thy Friend 


Jobs Bunyan, 
0 * 
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the text, and this is, The water of life, 


the Ian. 
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10 The Mater ef Life. 
new Yeruſalem, or of the ſtate of that goſ- 
pel church that ſhall be in the latter days 1 
Wherefore he ſaith, and ſhewed me; he 
the Angel ſhewed me it. _ 
In the text we have theſe things to 
conſider of. . 
I. The matter, the ſubject matter of 


he ſhewed me the water of life. 1 
II. We have alſo here the quantity of 
this water ſhewed to him, and that is, un- 
der the notion of a River. He ſhewe 1 
ed me a river of water of life. ſy. 
HI. He ſhews him alſo the head, or 

W e from whence this river of wa- 5 
life proceeds, and that is, The 

throne of Gold, and of the Lamb, He 
ſhewed me a river of water of life, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God, and of 


IV. We have alſo here the nature and 
quality of this water, tis pure, tis clear, 
*is clear as chryſtal. And he ſhewed £7 
me a pure river of water of tife, clear as © 
cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. = 

We will begin with the firſt of theſe, | 4 
as N wb mares, the abject mayer | A 


— \ 


The Water of Lift.” re 


| of the text, which is, The water, of life. 
| Theſe words, (water of life) are meta- 
phorical, or words by which a thing moſt 
excellent is preſented to, and amplified 
before our faces: And that thing is the 
ſpirit of grace, the ſpirit and grace of God. 
And the words, water of life, are the 
words molt apt to preſent it to us by; for 
what's more free than water, and what 
more beneficial, and more deſirable than 
life? Therefore, 1 ſay, is it compared to, 
or called the water of life. He ſhewed 
me the water of hfe. 

That is the ſpirit of grace, or the t 


bet and grace of God, that i is hers intended. 


Conſider, Firſt, the ſpirit of grace is 
in other places compared to water: And 
Secondly, it is called, the ſpirit of life. 
Juſt as here it preſents unto us, He ſhew- 
ed me the water of life. 
1. The ſpirit of grace. is compared to 
water. Whoſoever, ſaith the Lamb, drink- 


eth of the water that I-ſhall give him, 


ſhall never thirſt, but the water that E 


hall give him, ſhall bei in him a well of 


water ſpringing up into everlaſting life, 
Fobn 4. 14. What ca chere by water 
be intended, but the ſpirit of grace, "= 

B2 J 


2 


12 ue Water þÞ* Life. 


this poor harlot the woman of Samaria 
wanted, altho ſhe was ignorant of the 
want, as alſo of the excelleney thereof ? 
mm water alſo is here ſaid to be ſuch as 
will ſpring up in them that have it, as a 
yell into everlaſting life. 

Again, in the laſt day that great day 
of the feaſt, Jeſus food and cried ſaying, 
If any man thirſt let him come unto me 
and drink Jabm vii. 37. But of what? 
why, of his Rivers of living waters, 
Jabn vii. 38. But why are they? why 
he 3 This he ſpake of the ſpirit, 


which they that believe on him ſhould re- 


ecive.”” - 
Tea the prophets and ſervants of. God 


life for the ſpirit of grace that ſhould in 
the latter = s be poured out into the 
church. — Jſaiab calls water Gods 
ſpirit, and bleſſing, and Zecbariab, the 
ſpirit of grace. 

4. ] will pour water upon him that is 


thinks: anddioods upon the; dry ground. 


I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and 
my bleſſing upon thy off-ſpring. And 
Zecbarias ſaith, I will pour upon the houſe 
Of David, and uon che inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, 


— 


in the old - teſtament, did take the water of 


We Water af - uf 13 


ruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and plicati- 
f E and they malt . „& ele 
7 in all places and the ſpirit of grace is n- 
* tended, and for the better underſtandin; 
1 # it is compar'd to water, to a well of wa- 
ter, to ſprings of water, and to floods of 
| i Water. 
2. It is alſo called the ſic * 15 * 
1. More cloſely. * 
22. More openly. 
> Firſt more PE. where it is "called | 
? © living water, that living water, and "ey 
= ſpringing up to everlaſting lite. 
4 Secondly, Then more 15 or ex- 
fa preſly it is called the ſpirit o « An 
after three days 90 an half, the ſpirit of 
17 life from God entered into them, and th 
#4 + ſtood vpon their feet, Revel. xi. 11. 
From hence therefore I conclude, | tha 
74 by theſe terms, Water of life, is meant 
7 the ſpirit of grace, or the ſpirit and grace 
2 of the goſpel. And the terms are ſuch as 
are moſt apt to ſet forth the ſpirit anq 
grace of the goſpel by. For, » 
For firſt by this term Water, an oppo- 
% ſition to fin is preſented unto us. Sin 1 
| - "compar d to water, to deadly waters, my 
1 an is ſaid to drink of it, as one that 
* 


* wo — 8 
I * 
* , 2 
wi n * 
*, — e 2 
r 8 ö 
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14 The Water of Ie 


drinketh waters. Ho much more a- 
bominable and flthy; is man, which drin- 
eth iniquity like water? Fob, xvi. 16. 
So then that grace and the ſpirit of grace 
is compar'd to water, it is to ſhew what 
an antidote grace is againſt ſin; it is as! 
may call it, counter-poiſon to it- It is 
that only thing by the virtue of which ſin 
can be forgiven, vanquiſh*dand overcome. 

Secondly, By this term Valer, you live | oY 
an oppoſition alſo to the Curſe, that is due 
fo fin, preſented unto you. The Curſe is 
compar'd to water, the remedy is com- 
par'd to water. Let the curſe come in- 

to the bowels of the damned, /aithzbe fal- 1 
miſt like water, Pal. cix. rs.” . 1 
The grace of God alfo as you ſee, is com- 1 1 
a to water. The curſe is burning, i 3 

ater is cooling; the curſe doth burn 
with hell-fire, cooling is by the grace of | 
the holy goſpel : but they that over- ſtand 
the day of grace, ſhall not obtain to cool 
their tongues ſo much of this water as vill | 
hang on the tip of one's finger. 
a Thirdly, Water is alſo of a foreading 5 
nature, and ſo is ſin; wherefore ſin may, 
for this, be alſo compar'd to water. It 3 
over-ſpreads the whole man, and infects : & 


The Water ef Life." 13 
every member; it covereth all, as doth 
3 water. Grace for this cauſe may be 'alſo 
: ( Pry to water, for that' it is of a 
N ſpreading nature, and can, if God will, 

= cover the face of = whole earth z of bo⸗ 
oy and ſoul. 
Fourthly, Bin is of; a fouling,” defiling 
b nature, and grace is of a waſhing, clean- 
ſing nature: Therefore grace, and the 
"of ſpirit of grace is compar'd to water. 1 
1 will, ſays God, ſprinkle clean water upon 
1 you and ye ſhall be clean, and from all 
2 your filthineſs, and from all your idols 
; 5 will! cleanſe you, Ezek. xxxvi. 25 
 . Fiftly, Water; the element of water; 
naturally deſcends to, and abides in low 
places, in vallies and places which are 
"| ert, and the grace of God. and 
the ſpirit of grace, is of that nature alſo; 
the hills and lofty mountains, have not the 
rivers running over the tops of them: no; 
tho they may run among them; but they 
run among the valleys: God feſiſteth the 
'E proudbut giveth grace to the humble, 
to thelowly 1 Pet. v. 43. 5 
Sirxthly the grace of God is compar'd 
. to Water, for that it is it which cauſeth 
1 fruitfulneſi 


3 


al : The Water of Life. _ 
want of water is — cauſe of W wan. 12 
and this is the reaſon why the whole world 
is ſo empty of fruit to God-ward, even 
becauſe ſo few of the children of men have 
the ſpirit of grace in their hearts. But, 
þ Secondly, * As there is a ſpecial fignifi- br” 
cation in this term Water, ſo there is alſo 
inthis term Life: water of life. He ſhew- © 15 
ed. me the water of life. In that ther- 
fore there is added to this word water that | 
of life, it is in the general, to ſhew what 
excellent virtue and operation there is in 
this water. It is agua vitæ, water of life, 161 
or. water that hath a health and life | in it. 1 
| And this term ſhews us Lb 
. Firſt, That the world of graceleſs men na 
alk dead: , Dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
Epb. ii. 1. Dead, that i is, without life 
and motion God- ward, in the way of the fg 
teſtament of his ſon, © - © - 
Secondly it alſo ſhews us, that wired is 
not any ching in the world, or in the doc- | | 
trine of the world, thelaw,; that can make 
them live, life is only in this water, death : 
is in all other things. The law, I ſay, 9 
which is that, that would if any thing in 
the whole world, give life unto the ww "4 

| ut 


The Nute ef Life. 17 


| var that yet killeth, condemneth, and 
was added that the offence might a- 
\ bound: wherefore there is no life, ei- 
mer: in the world, or in the doctrine of 
the world; tis only! in this water, in 
n grace of God, which: is here call - 
Y ed the water of life, or God's. ua vite. 
” Thirdly, It is allo called e water 
bf life, to ſhew, that bythe bench of God 
1 men may live, how dead ſoever their 
ſins have made them. When 
= > God will ſay to a ſinner, Jive ; tho he 
| 4 be dead in his ſins, he ſnall live. WI 
4 thou waſt in thy blood, I ſaid unto thee, 
| * live; yea, when thou wat i in thy blood, | 
| 1 laid, hve, Ezek xvi. 6. And again, 
The dead ſhall hear the voice of the ton 
4 of God, and they that hear ſhall uve, 
N 4 Job v. 25. | 
That is, when he f . words of 
grace, and mixeth thoſe words with the 
1 Pit and grace of the goſpel, then men 
1 chal live: tor ſuch words, 0 attended, 
e and ſich words only, are ſpirit and life. 
n © The words that I ſpeak unto you, 
„ they are : ſpirit, and they are life, John 
n ; vi. 63. * Nr 
Pourthly, In the this orack of God 
13 
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is * 
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18 The Water of a Life 7 
is herepreſented unto us under the terms F 
of water of life, it is to ſhew, that ſome 7 
are tick of that diſeaſe, that apo A 
can cuie but that. There are many diſ- 
eaſes in the world, and there are alſo re- = 
medies for thoſe diſeaſes; but there is 
2 diſeaſe that nothing will, can, or ſhall 
cure. but a dram of this bottle, a 1 
drought of this agua vitæ, this water of 
life. This is intimated by the invitati- 
on; Let him take the water of life 0 
freely, Revel. xxii. 17. And again, I 
ill give to him that is a thirſt of the 775 
Wario of the water of life freely. 0 ä 
This is ſpoken. to the ſick, to them | 75 
that are ſick of that diſeaſe that only 
_ Chriſt as a phyſician with his water of 
life, can cure. © 
But few are fick of this difeaſe, and 
few know what it is to be made ſick of 
this diſeaſe. 'There is nothing can make | ou 
ſick of this diſeaſe, but the law and fin, 
and nothing can cure but the grace of 
' God by the goſpel, called. here the wa- 
ter of life. 5 
We come now to diſcourſe * the e. Fo 
cond thing with which we are — 
dy the text; and that is, the = 
7 at 


—— 


———— ä4— — — — 
n 


— 


2 Sn —————— ů ů 


. 
— — - 
7 
— 2 
— — —— 


4 
- — 


— 
— 4 


"gt Py 2 5 NN pe * 


| The Water of Life. 19 
that there is, of this water of life. It is 
a river. He ſhewed me a river of wa- 


ter of life. Waters that are cordial, 


and that have in them a faculty to give 


life to them that want it, and to main- 


tain life where it is, are rare and ſcarce, 
and to be found only in cloſe places, 
and little quantities; but here you ſee 
there is abundance, a great deal, a river, 
a river of water of life. In my hand- 


ling of this point: I will ſhew you, 


_ Firſt, whata river of water of life this. 
18. F __ | 


Secondly, And then draw ſome inferth- 


ces there from. 


1. Whata river this is; this river 
of water of life. r 4. 
1. It is a deep river. It is a river 
that is not ſhallow, but deep with an, 
„O thedepth ! I will make their waters 
deep, ſaith God, Ezek. xxxii. 14. 
A river of water of life, is much 


but a deep river; is more. Why, ſoul- 


ſick ſinner, fin-fick finner, thou that art 
ſick of that diſeaſe that nothing can 
cure but a potion of this river of water 
of life ; here is a river for thee, a deep 


river for thee, Thoſe that at firſt are 


C2 coming 
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20 The Water of Life, 
coming to God by Chriſt for life, art 
of nothing ſo inquiſitive, as of, — 
there is grace enough in him to ſave 
them. But for their comforth, here is 
abundance, abundance of grace: a ri- 
ver, à deep river of the water of life 
for them to drink of. 

2. As this river is deep, fo it is wide 
and broad : © The meaſure thereof is 


longer than the earth, and broader than 


the ſea, Job xi. 9. Wherefore as 


it deep: So thou art toknow its breadth, 
that is, that it is broad: It is bi der 
than the ſea: A river that cannot be 
paſſed over, Exec. xlvii. 5.” Never 
did man yet go from one fide of this 
river to the other when the waters were 
riſen, aud now they are riſen, even now 
they proceed out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb too. Hence this 

ce is called the © unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt, Zpbeſ; iii. 8. Sinner, fick- 
Gnaner, what ſayeſt — to this? would- 
eſt thou wade, wouldeſt thou fwim ? 
here thou mayeſt wade, here thou may- 
eſt ſwim, *tis deep, yet fordable at firſt 


enterance. And when thou thinkeſt 


chou art to know the depth, that is, that 
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's The Water of Life. 21 
7 j that thou haſt gone through and through 
it, yet turn again and try once more, and 
thou ſhalt find it deeper than Hell, and 
| 15 . river that cannot be paſſed over. If 

0 thou canſt ſwim, here thou mayeſt roll 
up and down, as the fiſhes do in the ſea, 
Nor need'ſt thou fear drowning in this 
river: It will bear the up, and carry the 
1 over the higheſt hills, as Naab 8 waters 

did carry the ark. But, 

*> 9: As this river of water of life, is 
4 deep and large; fo tis a river that is full 
of waters. A river may be deep, and 
not full. A river may be braad and not 
1 xs Ay, but here is a river deep and 
; broad, and full too. Thou watereſt it; 
thou greatly enricheſt it with the river of 
Goa which is full of water Pal. Izv. 9 


0 1 Full of grace and truth. Fill the water- 


1 pots ſaith Chriſt ( up to the brim.) The 
| waters of a full cup the wicked ſhall have, 
75 7 and a river full of the water of life, is 
ee for * indeed has a defire 
: * thereto. _ 
Fe 4. As this river is deep, broad and full, 
el fo it ſtill aboundeth with water. The 
95 Fee ſaith the prophet, were ' riſen, 
= - Zeitz, 
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* 


Exek. Ixvii. v. Hence the Holy Ghoſt 
faith, God cauſeth the waters to dow, 9 
Aud again, And it ſhall come to paſs in 
the day { the day of the goſpel ) that the bh 
mountains ſhall drop with new wine, and 
the hills ſhall flow with milk, and all the 1 
rivers of Judab ſhall flow with waters, 5 5 
and a fountain ſhall come forth of the | 33 
houſe of the Lord, and ſhall water the ©: 
valley of Shiltim, Joel | iii. 18.“ When a 
river flows, it has more water than its fg 
Banks can bound; it has water. Be- 3 
hold he ſmote the rock that the waters 
guſhed out, and the ſtreams overflowed. | 
Pal. Ixxviii. 20. 

This river of water of life, which is al- yr 5 
ſo fignified by theſe waters, is a river 
that - IS and that overflows its banks Fa 
in an infinite and unſpeakable manner. 1 3 
Thus much for the river, to wit, what a 155 
river of water of life it is. It is a river 5 
deep, broad, full and abounding with 
this water, With this ſpirit and grace of | 
the goſpel. 

Secondly, Now I ſhall come to draw 
ſome inferences from it, that is from this 
term, a rirer: 8 A river of water of life. 
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t 7 Firſt then, a river is water that is com- 
mon, common in the ſtreams, tho other- 
ways in the head. This river proceeds 
odut of the throne, and ſo, as to its riſe, tis 
alſo called the water of life; and as it is 
ſuch, tis ſpecial; but as it is a river, tis 
common, and of common uſe, and for 
common good. Hence the grace of God 
is called, « The common ſalvation Jude 
iii. for that by the word there is no 
reſtraint, no denial to, or forbidding of 
any that will from receiving thereof. 
„„ And whofoever will let him take 
the water of life freely: What can more 
fully declare the commonneſs of a thing. 
Tea, this river is called at the very head 
of it, an open fountain: A fountain o- 
pened to the houſe of David, and to the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem. Zech. xiii. 1. 
And, by David and Feruſalem is compre- 
hended every ſoul that would drink of 
the water of life, or living water. And 
hence it is, that this river is ſaid to go 
da ovn to the deſert and to the ſea, Ezek. 
-—* xlvii. 8. where all kinds of fiſhes are. 
By ſea is meant the world, and by fiſh 
the people, and thither ſhall run this ri- 
Voer of water of lite. But, Secondly 


FS. 


"4s 


N 8 . — - . — 0 
Dre ere 5 N Ys ot I AG 2 8 2 — — — — — — — 
Wick BY r i SY ups, * . e * r Sa r E A „ 

e . * 5 . q . UCP det ID i Rr OR 3 2 > 4 1 1 S 
N TS a * S 2 C8 a 2 ? 7 * . * . 8 - wi Bb . Y S 
: * If * I 2 W nd; * 0 r F LA RC BP OR MH 4 8 2 Wot "MET: > ad Jo r 
N N 8 F : . 5 2 LES. + 8 2 888 W NS: oof OI es 9 : 
r DEI Sy Ret Coe . 4 \ e 8 „ 


— 


<- 


oy 48 A”. _— * Soar DES” - * = _ 
i. 2 bo * * - Ir - PR 
— — n . * 1 . _ 
— e — . Ru” 2x» 3 2 5 1 - = = ” — * — 
« ee e 8 — — p — — — — : & phy —— — — — * 
wo 2 A * v — A * * 88 — * E my — or, — — — a — . «Is, # 
- = . OS — " . « 2 — L _ © ll —— : 1 25 —— 3 — — notch — 223 4 
— => ”, r — Www . . >. —— —2 4 2 K 0 te pom 2 2 — . & +-þ "4 ns i 
2 3 " * . — — 9" DINE. — — — . - _— by 122 — wretos rr —— — — - tree 
— ef * — 2 Aa” 5 2 a » —— — — — earns tee . = pan 


24 The Water of Life. 


Secondly, :. Tho a river, in the ftreams of 
it, is common, yet a river, as it paſles 
through a country or province, will chuſe 
its own way. Iwill run in the valleys, 
in the plains, not over ſteeples and hills. 
T will alſo fetch its compaſſes and circuits; 
twill go about and reach hither and thi- 
ther; and according to its courſes, *twill 

Miſs, by its turnings, what places, and 
People it liſts; yet it is common, for 
all the beaſts of the field. There is there - 
fore a difference to be put betwixt the 
commonneis of a thing and its preſence. 
A thing may be common, yet far enough 
off of thee: Epſom, Tunbridge waters, 
and the Bath, may be common but yet a 
great way off of ſome that have need 
thereof. The ſame may be ſaid of this 
river, tis common in the ſtreams, but 
it runs its own circuits, and keeps its own 
water courſes. © He ſendeth the ſprings 
into the valleys, which run among the 
Bills, Eſal. civ. 19. Indeed he openeth 
his river in high places, in his throne, and 
of the Lamb, but till they run in the 
mi dſt ot the valleys to water the humble 
and the lowly. wherefore, they that 


Thirſt, and would drink, are bid to come 
q OT” « * | down 


„ cc. cas. IRS 
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to the waters: Ho, every one that 


thirſteth, come ye to the waters; and 


he that hath no money, come ye, buy, 
&c.” And again; If any man thirſt 


let him come unto me and drink, Fohn 
vii, 37. The waters are common, but 
you muſt come to them, to them where 

they are, or you will be nothing the bet- 


ter for them. Come ye to the waters. 
Thirdly, This water of life is called, 


a river, to imitate to you, by what ſort 
of the ſame, *tis ſupplyed. All rivers 


have the ſea for their original: All 


the rivers run into the ſea, yet the ſea is 
not full: unto the place from whence 

the rivers came, thither they return a- 
gain, Eccleſ. i. 7. But ſo this river of 
water of life is ſaid to proceed out of the 
throne, as out of a place where it break- 
eth out, but the original is the ſea, the 
ocean ef grace, which is in an infinite 
Deity. Thou wilt caſt all our fins 


into the depths of the ſea, Mic. vii, 19. 


into the depth of the fea of thy grace. 


Rivers, when they are brcken up, do 
| with much gliding ſtreams carry away 


a great deal of the filth, which from all 
parts of the countries through which they 
run, 18 conveyed into them 5 and they 
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it away into the ſea, where tis e- 


verlaſtingly ſwallowed up. And oh the 


filth that is caſt into the river of God ! 
and oh how many dirty ſinners are waſh- 
ed white therein, for by their continual 
game away, they carry that lth into 
e midſt of the ſea. 
A river will take away the very ſtink 


of a dead dog, nor doth all the ſoil and 


draught that is caſt into the rivers, cauſe 
that thoſe that can ſhould be afraid to 


make uſe thereof: All that have need 


to betake themſelves to this river not- 
withſtanding. But how much more 
virtue is there in this ſweet river of grace 


that is defigned, yea opened on purpoſe 


to waſh away ſin and uncleanneſs in, to 
carry away all the filth, and to remain 
as virtuous {till ? | 
IV. It is called a river, to ſhe that 
it yields a continual ſupply, as I may 
call it, of new and feeſn grace. Rivers 
ield continually freſh and new water. 
For tho? the channel or water-courſe in 


which the water runs, is the ſame, yet 
the waters themſelves are always new. 


That water that but one minute ſince, 
tood in this place or that of rhe river, 


is $ now gone, and new and freſh is come 


in 
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in its place. And thus it is with the ri- 
ver of God, © which. is full of water; 
it yieldeth continually freſh” ſupplies, 
freſh and new ſupplies of grace to thoſe 
that have buſineſs in theſe waters. And 
this is the reaſon that when fin is par- 
doned, it ſeems as if it were carried a- 
way. Theſe waters have with their con- 
tinual ſtreams, carried away the filth of 
the ſinner from before his face. It is 
not ſo with ponds, pools and cifterns ; 
they will be foul and ſtink, if they be 
not often emptied, and filled again with 
freſh water. We muſt then put a dif- 
ference between the grace that dwelleth - 
in us, and this river of water of life. 
We are but as ponds, pools and ciſterns 


| that can hold but little, and ſhall alſo 


ſtink, notwithſtanding the grace of God 
is in us, if we be not often emptied 
from veſſel to veſſel, and filled with freſh 
grace from this river. But the river is 

always ſweet, nor can all the filth that is 
| waſhed out of the world, make it ſtink 


or infect it: Its waters runs with a con- 


tinual ſtream, and carries away all an- 
noyances, as was ſaid, into the depth of 
the ſea. ; 

V. The grace of God is called a ri- 
[ oe e 
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ver, to ſhew, That it is only ſuited to 
thoſe who are capable of living therein. 
Water, tho' it is that which every crea- 
ture deſireth, yet it is not an element in 
which every creature can live. Who is 
it that would not have the benefit of 
race, of a throne of grace? but who is 
it that can live by grace? even none but 
thoſe whoſe temper and conſtitution is 
fuited to grace. Hence as the grace of 
God is compar'd to a river; ſo thoſe that 
live by grace are compar'd to fiſh, for 
that, as water is that element in which 
the fiſh liveth; ſo grace is that which is 
the. life of the faint. * And there ſhall 
be a very great multitude of fiſh, becauſe 
theſe waters ſhall come thither ; for they 
ſhall be healed, and every thing ſhall 
live whither the river cometh ; Ezek. 47 
. 9. art thou a fiſh, man, art thou a 
fiſh ? canſt thou live in the water? canſt 
thou alen, (and no where elle but) in 
the water ? Is grace thy proper element? 
13 the fiſh dieth if ſhe be taken out of the 
1 water, unleſs ſne be timely put in again; 
A: the ſaint dieth if he be not in this river. 
Take him from his river and nothing can 
make him live: Let him have water, 
water of life enough, and nothing can 
make him die. 1 
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I know that there are ſome things be- 
ſides fiſh, that can make a ſhift to live 
in the water; but the water is not their 
proper, their only proper element. The 
frog can live in the water, but not in the 
water only; the otter can live in the wa · 
ter, but not in the water only, give 
ſome men grace and the world, grace 
and ſin; admit them to make uſe of 
their luſts for pleaſure, and of grace to 
remove their guilt, and they will make 
a pretty good ſhift, as we ſay: they will 
| finely ſcrabble on in a profeſſion; but 
hold them to grace only, confine their 
life to grace, put them into the river, and 
let them have nothing but river, and 
they die; the word, and way, and na- 
ture of grace, is to them as light bread, 
and their ſoul can do no other but loath 
it ; for they are not ſuited and tempred 
for that element. They ate. fiſh, not 
| frogs, that can live in the giver, as in 
their only proper element: Wwherefore 
the grace of God, and ſpirit af grace is 
compar d to a river, to ſhew, / that none 
but thoſe can live thereby; Whoſe ſouls 
and ſpirits are ſuited and Htted thereto.” 
VI. The grace, and ſpirit of grace 
God, is called or compared um airi-' 
g " "9 ver 
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ver, to anſwer thoſe. unſatiable deſires, 
and to waſh away thoſe "mountainous 
doubts, that attend thoſe that indeed do 
thirſt for that drink. That man that 
thirſteth with ſpiritual thirſt, fears no- 
thing more than that there is not enough 
twto quench his thirſt: All the promiſes 
and ſayings of God's miniſters to ſuch a 
man, ſeem but as thimbles inſtead of 
bowls.” I mean ſo long as his thirſt and 
doubts walk hand in hand together. 
There is not enough in this promiſe; I 
find not enough in that promiſe to quench 
the drought of my thirſting ſoul. He 
that thirſteth aright, nothing but God 
can quench his thirſt. My ſoul thirſt- 
eth for God, for the living God. 
Well, what ſhall be done for this man? 
will his God honour him, and anſwer 
his deſires? Mark what follows, 
„When the poor and needy ſeek water 
and there is none, and they can find 
none, when all the promiſes ſeem to be 
dry, and like clouds that return after the 
rain, and their tongues fails for thirſt, 
I the' Lord will hear them, I the God of 
Tfrael will not forſake them. Ah, but 
Lord, what wilt thou do to quench 
their thirſt? I will open rivers in high 


x | places 
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places, /aith be, and Fotuitaicig-Aotghe 
midſt of the valleys. I will make the 
wilderneſs a pool of watery and the: dry 
land ſprings of water. Behold f here 
are rivers and Fountalinegs a pool and 
ſprings, and all to . the thirſt of 
them that thirſt for Gde. 

Wherefore, as I ſaid, ſocks rovidon 
fors the thirſty, intimates theit fears of 
want, and the craving appetite of their 
ſouls after God, right ſpiritual thirſt is 
not to be ſatisfied without abundanee of 
grace. And they ſhall be abundantly 
ſatisfied with the farnefs of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the 
river of thy pleaſures, Plal. xxxvi, 8. 
VII. The grace of God is compared 
to a river, to ſhew the greatneſs of the 
family of God. He has a family, a great 
family, and therefore it is not a little 
that muſt be provided for them. When 
1j-ael went out of Egypt, and thirſted by 
the way, God provided for them a river 
he made it guſh out of the rock; for a- 
las ! what leſs than a river; could quench. 
the thirſt of more than ſix hundred —1 
ſand men, beſides women and childre 

I ſay what leſs than a river could do 


it Wen the people luſted for fleſh, 
Moſes 


„ We Nate eL 
Moſes ſaid. . Shall the flocks and heards 
be ſlain for them to ſuffice them, or ſhall 
allche fiſh of the ſea be gathered together 


could not leſs than a river ſuſtain and 
ſuffice that great people: Now his peo- 
ple in goſpel- days, are not to be dimi- 
niſned but increaſed, and if they then had 
need of a river, ſurely now of a ſea; 
but the river is deep and broad, full, and 
abounds, or riſes with water, 10 "will 
| III. The grace of God i is compared 
to a river, perhaps to ſhew of what a 
low eſteem it iswith the rich and the full. 
The deſtitute indeed imbrace the rock 
inſtead of a ſhelter, and the poor and 
needy, they ſeek water, but they that 
can drink wine in bowls, that can ſolace 
themſelves with, as they think, better 
things, they come not to this river to 


drink ; they never ſay they ſhall die if 


fore for the poor and-needy, God will 
lead them to his living fountains of wa- 
ters, and will wipe away all tears from 
thine eyes. And thus I paſs the ſecond, 
and come to the third particular, and 
that is to ſhew the head and ſpring from 


DK | whence 


for them to ſuffice them? Even ſo 


they drink not of this water. Tis there- 
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whence this water proceeds, or ſprings. 
Rivers have their heads from whence 
they riſe, out of wWhichthey ſpring ; z and 
ſo accordingly we read, this river _ | 
wherefore he ſaith, He: ſhewed me 
pure river of water of life, clear as — 
| ſtalproceeding out of the Throne of God 
and of the Lamb. 
1. God is here to be alen. fn the 
whole God- head, Father, the grace of 
the Son, and the grace of the Spirit is 
here included. Hence as the father is 
called, © the goſpel of grace; ſo the 
fon is ſaid to be full of grace, 2 grace 
to be communicated; and the Holy 
* Gholt is calld, the Spirit of grace. 
So then by chis we perceive whence 
grace comes. were all the world graci- 
ous, if God were not gracious, what was 
man the better? if the Father, or the 
Son, or the Holy-Ghoſt are gracious, if 
they were not all gracious, what would 
it profit? But now God is gracious; the 
three perſons in the God-head are graci- 
| ous, and ſo long they that ſeek grace are 
provided for? for that there proceeds 
from them a river, or grace like a flow- 
ing ſtream. Indeed the original of grace 


to ſinners is the good-will of God ; 
none 
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none can imagine how loving God is to 
ſinful man. A little of it is ſeen, but 
they that ſee moſt; ſee but a little. 
But there is added, And of the 
Lamb. The Lamb. is, Jeſus as ſa 
crificed, Jeſus as man, and ſuffering. 
Hence you have the Lamb, at the 
firſt viſion of the Throne, ſet forth unto 
us thus, that is, as ſlain : ** And I be- 
held, and lo in the midſt of the Throne, 
and of the four Beaſts, and in the midſt 
of the Elders, ſtood a Lamb as it had 
been ſlain, Rev. v. 6. 
Wherefore by this word r we are 
to underſtand, who, or by what means 
grace doth now run from the Throne of 
God, like a river to the world. It is be- 
cauſe of, or through the Lamb. We 
are juſtified by the grace of God through 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt 
whom God hath ſent forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood, Rom. 
iii. 24. And again. We have re- 
demption through his blood even the 
forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the 
aden of God's grace. 
Nor doth the Lamb of God, by be- 
comming; a means through death, of the 
cohveyance of grace to us, at all — 
10 the 


% — 2 

a, — m * * 

— Or. - * . Arn — 
l 23 1 9 2 b4 2 
1 L > 2 

5354 — 2 — * 
1 * A * 
22 


. 
— 
. — 

— — 


9 
* 


The Water ef Life. 35 
the nature or glory of grace, but rather 
doth ſet off the more. For wherein can 
grace or love more appear, than in his 
laying down his life for us? I ſpeak not 
of the grace of the Son. And wherein 
could the nature and glory of 'grace of 
the Father more appear than in giving 
his Son to death for us, that grace mipht 
in a way of juſtice is well as mercy, be 
beſtowed upon the world ? Wherefore, 
as he ſaith here, that the river of water 
of life proceedeth from God, ſo he adds, 
that the Lamb, becauſe he would have us 
while we are intangled and overcome 
with this river of God's pleaſure, not- 
forget what it coſts the Lamb of God 
that his grace might come unto us. 

For the riches of grace and of wiſdom 
is, that grace comes to us not only in a 
way of mercy and compaſſion, but in a 
way of juſtice and equity; but that could 
be by no other means, but by redeem- 
ing blood. Which redeeming blood 
came not from us, nor yet through our 
contrivance or advice; wherefore what- 
ever is to the Lamb, ftill all Wis of grace 
to us. Yea, the higher, the- greater, 
the richer is grace by how much the 
more it coſts the Father and the Lamb, 

3 
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that a enjoy it. Wpen a man 
all not only deſign me a purſe of gold, 
bs. mall venture his life to ne it to 
this i is grace indeed 
W alas | What are a thouſand 


| fk ſhort compariſons to the unſearch- 


able love of Chriſt ? 


The Lamb then is he from v Aan . | 


or through whom the grace of God 
doth come to us. It proceeds from the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb. And 
it proceeds from him, now as a Donater ; N 
trom him, not only as means of convey- 
ance, but as öne that has power to give 
re; ; Power as he is the Son of Man. 
For as the Son of Man, he is the 
Lamb and as he is the Lamb, it com- 
from him. The Son of Man had 
power on earth to forgive ſin, Malt. ix 
6. * and that before he had actually paid 
to God the price of our Redemption. 
But how) much more now? Where- 


tore Haul in his prayer for grace and 
peace for ſaints, ſupplicates both. God, 


and the Lamb. Grace to you from | 
God the Father, arid from our Lord Je- 


ſus: Chriſt Eph. ” 7. 

„ ;Proo ing Out of the kane, 
ND ** To Formerly this FE of 
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waters is ſaid to cone from under the 
threſhold of the houte of the Lord. And 
tis faid again, they ſhall go out from Je- 
ruſalem, that is the church or houſe of 
God ſtill, in that they are ſaid to come 
out from under the threſhold, it may be 
to intimate that they run but low for- 
merly, if compared to what they do now. 
Which might alſo be ſignified by this, 
that they iſſued out; that that iſſues out 
ordinarily comes forth bu: ſlo «ly. Alſo 
the Prophet ſaith, the firſt time he went 
through the waters they were but up to 
the ancles. But what is ancle deep, ro 
that which followeth after? * Tis laid al- 
ſo to come out from Pera/alem, where [ 
perceive were no great Rivers, to inti- 
mate that as long as rhe firlt Prieſthood, 
firſt Temple, and Type weie in their 
ſplendour, only the ſhadow ot heavenly 
things were in uſe, and that then Grace 
ran but flowly, nor would run much 
faſter, becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorifi- 
ed. For the Spirit and abundance of. 
Grace was to be given, not before, but 


after his Aſcenſion. 


Wherefore now Jeſus is aſcended ; 
now 
E 
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now * is glorified ; now Grace proceeds 
from the Throne, not from the threſh- 
old of the houſe. He ſhewed me a 
ure River of Water of Life, clear as 
cryſtal, proceeding from or out of the 
Throne of God, and of the Lamb. 
The Throne, That of which the 
Mercy-Seat was a type: that which is 
called the throne of Grace Hed. 4.16.” 
And it 1s called the Throne of Grace e- 
ven. theretore, becauſe *tis that from, or 
out of which proceeds this river of water 
of life ; this overflowing Grace of God. 
Now it may be alked, « What is the 
throne of grace? And I ſhall anſwer, 
elt is the humility of Chrift. ” //a. 22, 
22. > He is the throne, He is the Jacob 
in which God ſitteth. - And he ſhall be 
a glorious throne to his father's houſe, 
The fulnel(s of the God-head dwells in 
him bodily, and God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world unto himfclf, nor 
can grace come to men but by Chriſt, 
nor can God reſt as to our ſalvation but 
in him. Bur becauſe I have ſpoken of 
this thing more particular upon that 
text. © Let us therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace, Sc. ] I ſhall 
therefore here ſay no more. Only 
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The Water of Life 39 
Only methinks it is a glorious title 
that the Holy Ghoſt has given to the 
humanity of Chriſt, in that he calls it 
the throne of God; and methinke he 
gives it the higheſt preference, in that 
he ſeith, · Out thence proceeds a pure 
River of Water of Life. We will a lit- 
tle therefore ſpeak ſomething to this 
word, the T, brone, the Throne of God. 
1. A Throne is the ſeat of majeſty | 


and greatneſs ; *tis not for things of an 


inferior quality ro aſcend or aſſume a 
Throne. Now then, ſince this river of 


water of life proceeds from the Throne, 
| it intimates that in grace and mercy 


there is great majeſty ; for grace, as 
it proceeds, has a voice from the Throne. 
And indeed there is nothing in Heaven 
or earth that can ſo awe the heart, as 
the grace of God. *Tis that which 
makes a man fear, tis that which makes 
a man tremble, tis that which makes a 
man bow and bend, and break to pieces. 
Nothing has that maj ſty, and com- 
manding greatneſs in, and upon the 
hearts of the ſons of men, as has the 
grace of God. 
So _ I ſay. when be ſaith, that 
1 this 


45 40 + The Water of Life: 
his river of .grace proceeds out of the 
hrone of God : lr is to ſhew us, what a 
majeſty, what a commanding greatneſs, 


there is in grace. The love of Chriſt 
conſtraineth us. 


When Moſes went up to the Mourt 


the firſt time to receive the law, he did 
exceedingly fear and quake. Why ? 
- becauſe of the fire and ſmoak, thick 


darkncis and thunder, Sc. but when he 


went up the ſecond time thither, he made 
© haſte, and b5wed his head towards the earth 


and worſhipped, Bur why ? becaule it was 
before. proclaimed, that ze Lord was 
gracicus and merciſul, long ſuffering and a- 


Sundautl in gccaneſs and wuth : keeping mere 
Vir 1hou/ands, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 


gielſon and fin, &c. 
There is nothing over maſtereth the 


5 heart like grace, and fo obligeth to ſin- 


cere and unfeigned obedience as that, 
% Examine me, O Lord, ſaid David, 
prove me and try my reigns and my 


heart, for thy loving kindnels is before 


mine eyes, and I have walked in thy 


truth, P/a/ 26. 2, 3. Therefore he 
-faith again, O Lord, our Lord, bow 


excellens, is thy bie kindneſs in all che 
earth 
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earth ! ” And, that loving kindneſs is 
marvellous, for it has that majeſty, and 
that excellent glory in it, as to command 
the heart and ſubdue ſin. And therefore 
grace has given to it the title of ſover- 
eignity, or of one that reigns, the throne 
is called, the Throne of Grace, Heb. 
4. 16+ ” that on which it ſits and reigns, _ 
as well as that from whence it proceeds. 
« Grace reigns through righteouſneſs. 
fo eternal lite by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Rom: 5. 21. . 

Secondly, As a Throne is a ſeat of 
majeſty and greatneſs, and ſo can awe; 
ſo it is a ſeat of authority, and legiſla- 
tive power, and ſo will awe; This is 
confirmed from what was ſaid, but now, 
Grace reigns. Wherefore it is expect- 
ed, that they that hear the word of God's. 
grace, ſhould ſubmi: thereto, and that 
at their peril He that believes not 
ſhall be damned, is a word of power, 
of law and authority; and the contem- 
ner ſhall find it ſo. Grace proceeds 
from the Throne, from the Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb. Wherefore, 
ſinner, here is laid a neceſſity upon thee,, 
one of the two muſt be thy lot, either 

2 | thou 


* De Water of Life. 
thou muſt accept of God's grace, and be 
converted to be ſaved freely thereby, 
notwithſtanding, all thy undeſervings, 
and unworthinels, or elſe thou muſt be 
damned for thy rebellion, and for thy 
rejecting of this grace. Wherefore con- 
ſider with thy ſelf, and think what is 
beſt to be done. Is it better that thou 


ſubmit to the grace and mercy of God, 


and thou accept of grace to reign for 
thee, in thee, and over thee, than that 
thou ſhouid run the hazard of eternal 
damnation, becauſe thou wouldeſt not 
be ſaved by grace? Conſider of this, I 
ſay, for grace is now in authority, it 
_ reigns, and proceeds from the Throne. 
Now, you know, *tis dangerous oppo- 
ſing, rejecting, deſpiſing or diſowning 
of them in authority; Pro. 16. 14. Bet- 
ter ſpeak againſt twenty, than againſt 
one that is in authority. If the wrath 
of a king, is a meſſenger of death : If the 
wrath of the king is as the roaring of a 
lion, Pro. 19. 12. what is the wrath of 
God? And you know to deſpiſe grace, 
to refuſe pardon, to be unwilling to be 
ſaved from the guilt and puniſhment due 
do treaſons the King's way, ſince that - 


The Water of Liſe. 43 
ſo is the beſt way, how will that pro- 
voke ? how hot will that make wrath ? 

but to accept of grace, eſpecially when 
tis free grace, grace that reigns, grace 
from the throne ; how ſweet is it? His 
favour is as dew upon the graſs. ? 

This therefore calls for thy. moſt 

rave and ſedate thoughts. Thou art in 


a ſtrait, wilt thou fly before Moſes, or - 


with David fall into the hands of the 
Lord? Wilt thou go to hell tor ſin, or 

to life for grace? one of the two, as was 
ſaid before, muſt be thy lot; for grace 
is king, is upon the throne, and will ad- 
mit of no other way to glory. In and by 
it thou muſt ſtand, if thou haſt any_ 
hope, or canſt at all rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. 

Thirdly, As the Throne is the a 
majeſty and authority, ſo it is the high 
eſt ſeat of authority. There is none a- 
bove the throne, there is no appeal from 
the throne. There are inferior courts of 
judicature, they are under-governors, 
and they may ſometime perhaps be faul- 
ty; wherefore in lome caſes an appeal 
from ſuch may be lawful, or permitted; 
but from the throne, none can appeal | 

No ] ¾¶ꝗ 
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Now grace is upon the throne, reigns 
upon the throne, proceeds from the 
throne: A man may appeal from the 
law to the throne, from Moſes to Chriſt, 
from him that ſpake on earth, to him 
that ſpeaks from Heaven; but from 
Heaven to earth, from Chriſt to Moſes, 
none can appeal. Moſes himſelf has 
forbid it. For Moſes truly ſaid unto 
the Fathers, a prophet ſhall the Lord 
your God raiſe up unto you, of your 
brethren like unto me, him ſhall ye hear 
in all things whatfoever he ſhall ſay unto 
you, and it ſhall come to paſs, that every 
foul which will not hear that prophet, 
ſhall be deſtroyed from among the peo- 
—— „„ | 
; See here, this new prophet-judges in 
the higheſt court, he is maſter of grace, 
the throne by which grace reigns ; and 
even Moſes admits, that from himſelf 
an appeal may be made to this prophet; 
yea, he allows that men may flee from 


himſelf, to this prophet for refuge; 
but there muſt be an appeal from him. 
Thou muſt hear him, or die. How 
| ſhall we eſcape, if we turn away from 
him, that ſpeaketh from Heaven ? Hey. 
A - 


This 


wy 
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This therefore i is to be duly weighed, _ 

and deeply conſidered by us, *Tis not 

a ſaint nor a miniſter, nor a prophet, nor” 

an angel that ſpeaks, for all "theſe are 
but ſervants, but inferiors: No, it is a 
voice from the throne, from authority, | : 
from the higheſt authority; it is the 
Lord from Heaven. This grace pro- 
ceeds from the throne; and therefore 
men muſt ſtand and fall by what ſhall 
[come from hence. He that comes not 
hither to drink, ſhall die for thirſt. He 
that refaſes this water now, ſhall not have 
ſo much as will hang upon the tip of his 
nger (if *rwould javg his ſoul ) hereaf- 
er. Ho ſhall we eſcape, if we neg- - 
ect fo great ſalvation ? Heb. ” 

Apoſtates will therefore from hence 
nd griping pangs and burning coals, 
for they have turned themſelves away 
rom this throne, and from the grace 
that proceeds therefrom ; nor is it to any _ 
purpoſe whatever they plead for them 7 
elves, They are fallen from grace, and 
yhat can help them ! Chriſt is become 
f none effect unto ſuch, whoſoever is, 
hat is, ſeeks to be juſtified by the. law, Ee 
: They are fallen from grace, Gal. 5. 4. 
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Fourthly, The Throne is the ſeat 

of glory, Matt. 25. 31. (when the 

Son of Man ſhall come in his glory, and 

all the holy angels with him; then he 
fall ſit upon 1 throne of his glory, 7755 
And if the throne of judgment is the 
ſeat of glory, much more the throne of 
grace. We will venture then to ſay, 
that the throne of grace, is the throne of 
God's glory, as the throne of judgment 
will be the throne of Chriſt's glory, and 
that grace Proceedeth from his throne, 
that both it and he, might have glory, 
glory in a way of mercy. 

1. That it might have glory: there- 
fore has he deſigned, that grace ſhould 
be effectual in, and to ſalvation of ſome; 

even to the praiſe of the glory of his 
race, wherein he has made us accepted 
in the beloved, Epbe. 1.5, 6. He has 
deſigned, not the glory of man's works, 
but the glory of his own grace: and 
therefore has put man's works, as to 
juſtification before God, under his feet, 
and counts them as filthy rags; but has 
ſet his grace up above, has made it a 
king, given it authority to reign, has 
provided for it a e and called that 
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throne, the throne of grace; from 
whence it alſo proceeds to its own praiſe 
and glory, in and by the effectual ſalva- 
tion of thoſe that receive it, and receive 
it not in vain. 
2̃. As grace is 9 and made pro- a 
ceed out of the throne to its own praiſe, 
to. its own glory; ſo is it alſo thus ex- 
alted and made flow to us like a river, 
that we ſhould be to the praiſe of the glo- 
ry of him that hath exalted it. We that 
receive it, and ſubmit unto the throne 
whence it proceeds, have hereby ob- 
| tained an inheritance, being predeſtina- 
ted according to the purpoſe of him who 
| worketh all things after the counſel of 
bis own will, that-we ſhould be to the 
praiſe of his glory, Epbe; 1. 11, IK 
So that this throne is a throne of glory. 
540A glorious high throne. from the be- 
- ginning is the place of our ſanctuary 
| Now what follows from this, but that 
they that accept ot his grace, give glory 
to God. to his grace, and to the word of 
his grace; ſuch J ſay, gary God “ for 
his mercy : Row. 15. 9.” They glority 
- God © by their profelied CO to 
the 'golpe] of Chriſt, 2. Cor.'9 13. 
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which 1 is the 


glorified the word of the Lord. As 12 


48. ws 
But to light grace, to do diſpite to 


the ſpirit of grace, to prefer our own 
works to the derogating from grace; 
what is it, but to contemn God ? to 
c ontemn him when he is on the throne, 
when he is on the throne of his glory? [ 
fay again, it is to ſpit in his face, even 
then when he commands thee to bow 
before him, to ſubject unto him, and to 
glorify the grace of his Hur, that pro- 
ceeds from the throne 
men in old time were 3 becauſe 
they glorified him not as God, ſhall not 
A tey Me more than damned, if more 
can be, who glorify him not for his 


grace? And to be ſure, none glorify 


him for his grace but thoſe in therewith, 

and ſubmit themſelves thereto. 

ers of grace are but mockers of God, but 

flatters of God. Thoſe that only "talk 
' Highly of grace, andiubmit not them- 
© tyres unto it, are but like to thoſe that 


praiſe 


8 ſpel, or good tidings of 
4 the grace of God. They with Abra. 


ban ler and © give glory to God, 
Kom, 4. 20.” and with the Gentiles << they 


his glory. If 


Talk- 
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Ts 2 look, or flatter him in his own - 


conceits. Grace, God hath exalted; has 


ſet it upon the throne, and fo made i it a 


king, and given it authority to reignz 


and thou goeſt by and-heareſt thereof, 
but wilt not ſubmit thy ſelf thereto, nei- 


ther thy ſoul, nor thy life: why, what is 


this more cha to flatter God with thy 
lips, and then to lye upon him with thy 
tongue? What is this but to count him 
Jeſs wiſe than thyſelf, while he ſeeks glo- 
ry by that, by which thou wilt not glo- 
rity him; which he. diſplays his grace 


before thee in the world from the throne, 3g 


and as thou goeſt by, with a nod thou 
calleſt it a fine thing, but followeſt that 
which leadeth there-from ? Tremble, 
tremble, ye ſinners, that have deſpiſed 
the riches of his goodneſs: - The day is 
coming when ye ſhall behold and won- _ 
der, and periſh, if grace prevaileth not 
with you to be content to be ſaved by it 
to the praiſe of its glory, and to the glo- 
ry of him vho hath ſet it upon the throne: . 
Fifthly, The Throne is the ſeat © of 
wiſdom. ”” Hence it is called the an- 
tient of days, that ſits on this throne, 


Dan. 7. 9. The chrone of God. A 
n 
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finite in wiſdom, whofe garments wer 
white as ſnow, and the hair of his bu 
te pure woo! . By antient of days, a 
in that it is ſaid thehair of his head il} 
e the pure wool, his wiſdom is ſet fon 
unto us. Wherefore when we read tha 
out of the throne proceeds a' river 0 
race, when we read this proceeds ou 
"of the throne of God, it is as much ag 
ſay, the wiſe God, who moſt perfect 
Eknoweth all ways, counteth in his w 
dom, that to ſave men by grace, is tl 
- beſt, moſt ſafe, and ſure way. „Then 
fore it is of faith that it might be) 
ce, to the end the promiſe migh 
de ſure to all the ſeed. Rom. 4. 16 
And again, forgivneſs is according 
the riches of his grace, 'Whereink 
hath abounded towards us, . all wiſdon 
and prudence. Epbeſ. 1. 7, 8. When 
fore to ſet grace upon the throne, to lt 
37 grace proceed out of the throne as a f 
ver, is by the wiſe God, counted the bel 
way, the ſafeſt way, the way that dot 
beſt ſuit the condition of a finful man 
and that tends moſt to the uttter di 
appointment of the Devil and death, ail 


2 el. Grace can juſtify freely, * 
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erz ill, from what it will. Grace can con- 1 
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mülls, out of falls. Grace can comfort, 


anted to it, to it only, the authority 


entions: And therefore it is ſaid, as 


rudence. 
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lieve and help thoſe that have hurt 
emſelves. And grace can bring the 
nworthy to glory. This the Law can- 
t do, this man cannot do, this angels 
znnot do, this God cannot do, but on- 
by the riches of his grace, through » 
e redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
herefore ſeeing God has ſet grace on 
We throne, and ordered that it ſnould 
roceed from this throne to the world. 
ea, ſeeing he has made it king, and 


as hinted before, in this thing he hath .- 


"4 


roceeded towards us in all wiſdom and 


nue to pardon, favour and ſave from 


Id ſovereignty of ſaving ſouls; he has 
Wagnified, not only his love, but his 
Wiſdom, and his prudence before the 
ns of men. This then is his great des 
ce, the maſter-piece of all his witty in- + 
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So then he that comes to, and drinks ry 
this water, gloriſies God for his Wiſ- 
om, praiſes God for his wiſdom. Such 
one ſaith, that God is only a als 58 
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ing his head, faith again, to God only 
wile, be glory both now and tor ever, Amen, 
But he that ſhall contemn this grace, 
confronts the higheſt wiſdom upon the 
throne. He ſaith of himſelf, I am wiſer 
than Daniel, than the judgment of God, 
I could have found out a more ſafe way 
to heaven myſelf, and had I been of 
God's counſel, I would have told him lo, 
All this fo horrible'blaſphemy, naturally 
Proceeds from him that liketh not chi 
grace ſhould be king on the throne, and 
ſhould proceed out of the throne to the 
world. © But ſhall he that contendech 
- with the Almighty, inſtru him; he that 
reproveth God, let him anſwer it. 70 
49. 2. 
2 he text ſays, that this very Joctrind 
to the greeks, to the wiſe, is fooliſhneſs, 
and the preaching of it a fooliſh thing to 
them : Bur it will appear even then, 
when the concluſion of things is come; 
and when their wiſe one, by their wiſdom 
hath fooled themſelves to hell, that this 
- fooliſhneſs of God, is wiſer than men, 
and the weakneſs of God ſtronger (ak 
a” men. | 
Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe he was low i 6 
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the world, is trampled upon by ſome, 
but he is a glorious throne to his father's 
houſe. For ſince his humility was the 


Þ loweſt of all, now he is exalted to be the 
throne of God ; yea is made the fountain 


whence grace continually flows, like the 


river, and comes down to us like amigh- 


clude 


ty ſtream. Wherefore, I will 
tion ; 


this with both comfort and 


with comfort, and that becauſe of the 


ſecurity that they are under, that indeed 


have ſubmitted themſelves to grace. 


Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, 


for ye are not under the law, but under - 


grace. And let it be caution to thoſe 


affronting of the wiſdom of God. Now 


here is the wiſdom of God, even wiſdom. . 
upon the throne, it pleaſed God for the 


glory of his wiſdom, to make this the 


chat deſpiſe, take heed, *tis dangerous — 


way ; ta wit, to ſet up grace toreign. I _ 


have often thought, and ſometimes ſaid, _ 
It God will be pleaſed with any. way, 
ſurely he will be pleaſed with his own. + 


Now this is the way of his own deviſing, _ 
the fruit and effect of his own wiſdom. 


Wherefore ſinner pleaſe him, pleaſe him 
in that, wherein he is well pleaſed : Come © + 
ERS a „ 


* 
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to the Waters, caſt thy ſelf into them and 
fear not drowning, let God alone cauſe 
them to carry thee into his paradiſe, that 
thou mayeſt ſee his throne. 

Sixthly, The Throne 1s the ſeat of 
faithfulneſs, the place of pertorming of 
ingagements and promiſes. © When! 
ſhall ive the .congregation, faith 
Chriſt, Will judgeuprightly, P/al. 75. 2” 
And now he has received it, and is made 
head over all things to it ; and for this 
cauſe is he upon the throne, yea, in the 


throne, from whence proceeds all this 


race, that Rke a river doth flow, and 
glide from Heaven into the world, 
This river then is nothing elſe, but the 
fulfilling of promiſes, the faithful fulfil 
lng of promiſes. © If Igo not away 
the Comforter will not come; but if! 
depart I will ſend him unto you, John 16 
7. This is that which was ſpoken of by 
the prophet Joel. And it fhall come to 
paſs in the laſt days ( faith God ) I will 
pour ont my fpirit upon all fleſh, Affi? 
16, 17, 18. Now this river is tle 
ſpirit, the ſpirit and grace of God, which 
was promiſed by the Father and the Son 
and now it comes running from the 
throne 
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throne of God and the Lamb.“ For being 
now by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the 
promiſe of the ſpirit, he hath'ſhed forth 
that which ye ſee and hear, As 2. 33. 
Behold then how mindful, how care- 
ful, how faithful our Father and the 
Lamb of God is! 'Tis not exaltation, 
nor glory, nor a crown, nor a kingdom, 


nor a throne, that ſhall make him neg- | 


lect his poor ones on earth. Yea, there- 
fore, even becauſe he is exalted and on 


the throne, therefore it is that ſuch a ri- 


ver with its golden ſtreams, proceeds 
from the throne to came unto us. And 
it ſhall proceed to be far higher than ever 
was the ſwelling of Jordan. True it 
runs not ſo high now, as in former days 
becauſe of the curſe of God upon Anti- 
chriſt, by whoſe means the land of God's 
people is full of briers and thorns ; but 


when the tide is at the loweſt, then it is 


neareſt the riſing ; and this river will 

riſe, and in little time, be no more 

ſo low as but ancle deep. *Twill 

up to the knees, to the loins, and be a 

broad river to ſwim in. * For the 

glorious Lord ſhall be unto us a place of 
* "W's broad 


. 


rout 
' i 
1 
205 
4 
P 
EY 
a 
a2 
' 
't 
1 
gl, 
_ 
be © , - 
ep . 
i * 
3 
n 
Wt 
A 
vo o 
15 : 
. 
. 
jt: i 
vo 
F N 
| þ 
Ly 
. 
2 þ 4 
, 3 4 
4 Ho 
+» * 
9 . 
» * * 
A! 8 b : 
i 18% 
SY 
Ra Th 
=” is 
\=S 5 
„ Fad” 
f f 
% bak 
i 1 / 
® 
ar. 4 4 
1 
| 3 
12 N. 
1 { 
wu 
by 7 Y a 
WY, * 
",Y oy 
bl 4614 
4 4 
0 C 
* * % 
»P - * 
_ 
4% 
— St 
FR 
249% 
# 15 
3 * 
FF . 
» 9 1 
1 
1 
& 2 4 
1 
1 
' p 1 5 
11 
5 
1 k 
4 63 
* : 
» TN * 
175 
. 47 
(7 a TY. 7 
Met i 
, 2 Wy 
. 
_— 7” 
NF = J 
x 
i BY I * 
+4 - x? 
* 4 4 
. 
11 
1 A, N 
9 0 
by \ 
: 
* » 
2% 
+. £ 
. 1 
1 4 * 
4 on " 
c 7 F = 
= A 3 1 
* * „ 
4 4 1 
8 
fox wy * 
A & » 
+ * 
37 4 
1 
.x* 
1 3 3% 
n 
. . 
"4 ? 
Py 41 
_— 
wh / 
3 
4 
* 4 
Th 
8 9.8 
[1 12 
234 
1 4 
. 1 
: 
. * 


8 c 7 4 OI 


36 The Water of Life. 
broad rivers and ſtreams, Ja. 33- 21, 


and there ſhall be no more curie in the 


church, but the throne of God and the 
Lamb ſhall be in it, Rev. 22. 3. and 
his ſervants ſhall ſerve him, that 1 is, With- 
out moleſtation. 

Theſe ſayings are faithful and true, and 
m faithtulneſs ſhall they from the throne 


of God and the Lamb, be performed to 


the Church. Faithfulneſs in him that 
rules, is that which makes Sion rejoice ; 
becauſe thereby the promiſes yield milk 
and honey. For now the faithful God, 
that Keepeth covenant, performs to his 


church, that which he told her he would, 
5 Wherefore our rivers ſhall run, and our 


brooks yield © Honey and butter 706 20 
17, 33 | 

Lit this teach all God's people to ex- 
pect, to look, and wait for good things 
from the rene. But oh, me thinks, 
this throne out of which good comes 


ke a river! who would not but be 2 


fubje to it? who would not but wor- 
fhip before it? Bur. 
Seventhly, A Throne is the ſeat of 
ice, © Juſtice and judgment are the 
b of thy * 89. 14. 


25 | 


le 


d 


d 
e 
0 


— 
Fans 


- Ow» Fu ws 


\ 


* 


The mater of Life. - | 7 : 
Ar.d it is alſo from -juſtice that this 
| River of G1ace flows tous. Juſtice to 


to Chriſt, and juſtice to thoſe that are 


found in him. God declares that he can 


« ;uſtly juſtify, juſtly forgive, 1 70,1.9” 


now if he can juſtly juſtify, and juſtly 


forgive; then can he give grace and cauſe 


that it ſnould proceed to, yea, flow a- 
ter us as a river. The river that guſhed 


out of the rock in the wilderneſs ran af- 
ter the people there, where-ever they 
wandered therein. They drank of the 


rock that followed them (the rock was. 


not removed out of its place) but the 
floods followed them whither they went. 


He opened the rock, and the waters 


guſhed out, they ran in dry places like a 
river, P/al. 23. 6. 


This Rock, ſaith he, was Chriſt, that 


is figuratively, and this Throne is Chriſt 
really. And the water guſhing out of 


the rock, and the following of them in 


the wilderneſs, was to ſhew, how when 
Chriſt became a throne, grace and good- 


neſs ſhould follow. us in the wilderneſs, 


from thence fo long as here we abide. 
Wherefore David conſidering this, ſaid, 
«Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow 


G3 — 


o 


1s, Jeſus anſwered with words of juſtice: 
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me all the days of my life, and I will 


dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever, 


Pfal. 23. 6. 
But j. muſt this come ? the text 
fays, from the throne ; from the throne, 


the ſeat of juſtice ; for from thence by 


reaſon of what he hath found in Chriſt 
for us; he in a way of righteouſneſs and 
juſtice, lets out to us, rivers of pleaſures; 
whoſe original is that great and wide ſea 
of mercy, "that flows in his infinite heart 
beyond thought. 


All his paid for both. us and grace. 
We are bought with a price, 1 Gor. 6. 


« He hath obtained eternal redemption 


for us, Heb. 9. 12. Yea, and as we 
are made his, and Heaven made our 


thus; for this river of grace has been al. 


ſo obtain'd by him before us. Where 


fore all comes to us ima way of Juſt 
and righteouſneſs, hence we are ſaid to 
obtain Faith through the righteouſnels 
of God, 2 Pet. I. 1. That is through 
the juſtice of God, and the juſtice of Je. 


ſus our Lord: and we have our faith 
- from the juſtice of God, becauſe of the 


righteouſneſs of Jeſus our Lord. That 


and 


—} © 
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and therefore in a way of juſtice, grace 


reigns and comes to us flike a river, as 


if ſignified for that it is ſaid to come to 


us out of the throne. #2 


Again, graceisfaidto<« Reign through 


righteouſneſs unto eternal life, Rom. g. 
21. Through what righteouſneſs ? 
The righteouſneſs or juſtice of God by 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. By Jeſus Chriſt 
or for his fake. For his ſake, as I have 


| aid, we are forgiven, and for his ſake 
| we have all things pertaining to life and 
godlineſs. Which all things, comes to 
us through, or down the ſtreams of this 


river in a way of juſtice, and therefore it 
is ſaid to come from the throne. 


— 


Eightly, This Throne, is the feat of + * 


Grace and Mercy: and therefore it is 
calied the mercy-ſeat, and throneof grace. 
This Throne turns all into grace, all in- 


to merc yt This Throne makes all things 


work together for good. It is ſaid of 
Saul's ſons they were not buried, after 
they were hanged, until water dropped 
upon them out of Heaven. And it may 


be ſaid of us, there is nothing ſuffered ts 


come near us, until it is waſhed in that 
water that proceeds' from the throne of 
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grace. Hence affliftions flow from 
grace; perſecutions flow from grace, 


poverty flow from grace, ſickneſs, yea, 
and death it ſelf is now made ours by 
the grace of God thro*- Chriſt. O grace! 
O happy Church of God ! All things 
that happen to thee are for Chriſt's ſake 
turned into grace. They talk of the phi- 
loſophers-ſtone, and how, if one had it? 
it would turn all things into gold. Oh 
but can it-turn all things into grace ? can 


2 0 


it make all things work together for 


good ? No, no, this quality, virtue, ex- 
cellency, what {hall I call ity nothing has 


worth in it, but the grace that reigns on 


the throne of grace; the river that pro- 
ceeds from the throne of God. This, this 
turns majeſty, authority, the higheſt au- 
thority, glory, wiſdom, faithfulneſs, juſ. 
tice and all into grace. Here's a throne! 
God let us ſee. it. Jobn had the honour 
to ſee it, and to ſee the ſtreams proceed- 
ing from it. O ſweet ſight ! O heart ra- 
viſhing ſight ! He ſhered me a pure River 


of water of life, proceeding out of the the 


* Qhrone of God. 


Indeed, as was kinted before, - in the 
days of the reign of Anti-chriſt there are 
2 9 | ” pl 
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not thoſe viſions of this throne, nor of 
the river that proceeds there-from ; now 
he holdeth back the face of his thavke, 
and ſpreadeth a cloud upon it: but the 
preſerving. ſaving benefits thereof we 
have, as alſo have all the ſaints in the 
moſt cloudy and dark day. And ſince 
we can ſee ſo little we muſt believe the 
more; and by a believing give glory to 
God. We muſt alſo labour for more 
clear ſcripture- knowledge of this throne; 
for the holy word of God is the proſpec- 
tive-glaſs, by which we may ſee, and 
magnifying-glaſs that will cauſe us to 
behold with open face the glory of the 
Lord. , 

But methinks I have yet ſaid nothing 
of this throne, which indeed none other 
but the ſpotleſs, and glorified humanity | 
of - the Son of God. This throne is the 
Lord Jeſus, this grace comes from the 
divine Majeſty as dwelling bodily in the 
Lord Jeſus. Wherefore let us fall down 
before the throne, and caſt our crowns at 
the foot of the throne, and give thanks 
to him that ſits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever. 

O how ſhould * be eſteemed '& N 
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« The Throne of the king is a royal 
ſeat, 1 Kings 10, 20 Dis ſaid of Solo- 
mon's there was not its like in any Kking- 
dom; but of this it may be ſaid, there is 
not its like in Heaven, At the ſetting up 
of this throne, ** The angels flocked 
round about it, and the beaſts and the 
. elders gathered together to ſee it, Rev, 
4. %%, Ye. hen this throne was 
jet in Heaven, there was ſilence, all the 
heavenly hoſt had no leiſure to talk; 
they were ſurprized with ſight and won- 
der. When this throne was ſet in Hea- 
ven, what talk there was, it was as the 
muſic of the trumpet. 

«© And behold ( ſays John, ) a door 
was openedin Heaven; and the firſt voice 
that I Ireard, was as it were of a trumpet 
talking with me, which ſaid, come up 
hither, and Iwill ſhew thee things which 
mult be hereafter. And immediately] ÞÞ { 
ſaw in the ſpirit, and behold A THRONE Þ : 
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WAS SET IN HEAVEN, and one fate Þ 

upon the throne, 3 . | 

This throne was Jeſus Chriſt exalted, 

SET, that is lifted up, not upon the croſs | 
to the contempt and ſcorn of his perſon; 
but, as J ſaid, to the wonderment of the 
four 


* 


JFC 
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four beaſts, and the elders, and all the 


angels in in Heaven. A Throne was 
ſet in heaven, andone ſate on the throne; 

that is God. And this intimated, his 
deſirable reſt for ever: for to ſit is to 
reſt, and Chriſt is his reſt for ever. Was 
it not therefore well worth the ſeeing? 
yea, if John had taken the pains to go 
up thither upon his hands andhis knees; 
I fay, to ſee the Lord Jeſus as a throne, 
ſet in Heaven, and the glory of God reſt- 
ing and abiding upon him, and giving 
out by him all things, not only his word 
but all his diſpenſations and providen- 
ces to the end of the world; and this 
bleſſed thing among the reſt, Even a pure 


river of water of life, clear as cryſtal. 


But I leave this, and proceed to the 
fourth and laſt thing ; namely, to the 
nature and quality of this water. *Tis 
ſaid to he pure and clear, pure and clear 
as cryſtal ; And he ſhewed me a pure river 
of water of life, clear as cryſtal. I know. 
that there is a two-fold quality in a thing 
one with reſpect to its nature, the other 
with reſpect to its operation, the firſt of 
theſe is inherent and remaineth in the 


* being as ſuch and ſo, for the 
moſt 
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moſt part uſeleſs. The other is put forth 
then when it meeteth with fit matter on 
which it may freely work, As to in- 
ſtance, Agua Vita, the very metaphor 
here made uſe of, hath a quality inhe- 
rent in it, but keep it ſtopt up in a bot- 
tie and then who will-may faint notwith- 
ſtanding; but apply it, apply it fitly, 
and to ſuch as have need thereof, and 
then you may ſee its quality by the ope- 
ration. This water or river of grace, is 
called, I ſay, the water of life, and ſo 
conſequently has a moſt blefled inherent 


quality, but its operation is ſeen by its 


working,, the which it doth only then, 
when tis adminiftred, and received for 
thoſe ends for which it is adminiſtred. 
For then it revives where life is, and 


gives life where it is not. And thus far 


in the general, have we ſpoken to it al- 
ready. We will therefote in this place 
wore particulary, tho* briefly ſpeak a 
few words unto it. | Firſt then, This 
water of life is the very* ground- 
work of life in us, tho? not the grounds 
work for us. The ground-work of life 
for us, is the paſſionand merits of Chriſt 
this is that for the fake of which grace 
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is given unto us, as 1s intimated by the 
reſt : It proceeds from the throne of God 
who is Chriſt. Chrilt then having ob- 
tained grace for us, muſt needs be pre- 
cedent to his merit, to that grace he 
hath ſo obtained. Beſides *tis clear that 
the ſpirit and grace come from God 
through him: therefore as to the com- 
munications of grace to us, it is the 


fruit of his merit and purchaſe. But I 


| fay, in us, grace is the ground- work of 
life: for tho* we may be ſaid before to 
live virtually in the perſon of Chriſt be- 
tore God; yet we are dead in our ſelves, 
and ſo muſt be until the ſpirit be r r 
upon us from on high; for the ſpirit is 
lite and its graces are life, and when that 
is infuſed by God from the throne, then 
we live, and not till then. And hence 
it is called as before, living water, the 
water of life ſpringing up unto everlaſt- 
ing life. The ſpirit then, and graces of 
the ſpirit, which is the river here ſpoken 
of, is that, and that only, which can 
cauſe us to live; that being life to 
the ſoul, as the ſoul is life to the body. 
All men therefore, às was ſaid be- 
fore, (tho elect, the purchaſed by the 
. | | blood 
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blood of Chriſt”) are dead, and muſt be 


dead until the ſpirit of life from God 


and his throne ſhall enter into them; 
until they ſhall drink in it by vehement 
_ thirſt, as the parched ground drinks in 
the rain. 

Now when this living water is receiv- 
ed, it takes up its ſeat in the heart, 
whence it ſpreads itlelf to the awakening 
of all the powers of the foul. For as in 


the firſt creation the ſpirit of God mo- 


ved upon the face of the waters, in order 


to putting of that creature into the ex- 


cellent faſhion and harmony which now 
we: behold with our eyes: even ſo the 


new creation, to wit, the making of us 


new to God, is done by the overſpread- 
ing of the ſame ſpirit alſo. For the ſpi- 
rit, as I may ſo ſay, ſitteth and broodeth 
upon the powers of the foul, as the hen 
doth on cold eggs, til they wax warm, 
and receive life. The ſpirit then warm- 
eth us, and bringeth the dead and be- 


numed ſoul (for ſo tis before converſion) 


to a godly ſenſe and underſtanding of 


ſtates both natural and ſpiritual : and 
this is the beginning of the work of the 
2 by which the ſoul is made capable 


of 
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of underſtanding what God and himſelf 
is. 

And this drinking in of the ſpirit, is 
rather as the ground drinks in rain, than 
as a rational ſoul does through ſenſe of 
the want thereof. | 

The ſpirit alfo garniſhes the foul with 
ſuch things as are proper for it, to the 
making of it live that life that by the 
word of God it is called for. 

It implanteth light, repentance, faith, 
fear, love, deſires after God, hope, 555 
cerity, and what elſe is neceſſary for the 
making the man a faint : theſe things I 
fay, are the fruits and effects of the ſpi- 
rit, which as a river of water of life pro- 
ceedeth of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. Hence the fpirit is called the - 
ſpirit of faith, the ſpirit of love, and the 
ſpirit of a ſound mind; for that the ſpi- 
rit is the root and original of all theſe 
things by his operation in, and upon 
the face of the ſoul. | 

But again, as this living water, this 
ſpirit, and the grace thereof, doth thus ; 
ſo it alſo maintains theſe things once 
planted in the ſoul, by its continual wa- 


"Oy" of them in the ſoul, Hence he 
faith 
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_ faith, «I will water it every moment, 
Ja. 27. 1, 2, 3. Water IT; his 
vineyard, the ſoul of the church ; and ſo 
the ſoul, and graces of every godly man. 

And becauſe it ſo- happeneth, ſome- 
times, that ſome of thele things were 
with the Holy Ghoſt has beautified the 
ſoul, may languiſh to a being, if not quite 
dead, et ready ia die; Revel. 3. 1, 2, 3. 
bee he doth not only refreſh and 
water our ſouls, but renew the face there- 
of, by either quickening to life that 
which remains, or by ſupplying of us 
with that which is new, to our godl 
perſeverance and everlaſting life. Thus 
thou watereſt the Earth, and watereſt it; 
thou greatly enricheſt it with the rive 
of God, P/al. 65. 


ir this wolf be remembred, that as 
the herb that is planted, or ſeed ſown, 
needs watering with continual ſhowers 


of the mountains; ſo our graces implan- 
ted ur us by the ſpirit of grace, mult al- 
ſo be watered by the rain of Heaven. 
© Thou watereſt the ridges thereof a- 


N bundantly, thou ſetteſt the furrow there - 


of, thou makeſtit ſoft with ſhowers, thou 
bleſſeſt the ſpringing | thereof. Hence he 
2 
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that our graces ſhall grow, But how ? I 
will be as the dew unto Iſrael, he ſhall 


grow as the lily, and caſt forth his roots 
as Lebanon. His branches ſhall ſpread, 

and his beauty ſhall be as the olive tree, 
and his ſmell as Lebanon. They that 
dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they 
ſhall revive as the corn, and grow as the 
vine, the fcent thereof mo be as the 
wine of Lebanon. Hof. 14. 5, 6, 7. 
The Lord ſhall guide thee onal | 
and ſatisfy thy foul in droughts, and 
make fat thy bones : and thou ſhalt be 

like a watered garden, and like a ſpring 
of water whole waters fails not, Jer. 31 


„ 


There is beſides this, another bleſſing 
that comes to us by this living water, 
and that is the bleſſing of communion. 
All the warmth that we have in our 
Jcommunion, it is the warmth of the ſpi- 
it, When a company of ſaints are ga- 
thered together in the name of Chriſt, to 
perform any ſpiritual exerciſe, and their 
louls be edified, warmed and made glad 
therein, it is becauſe this water, this ri- 
ver uf water of life, has in ſome of the 


ſtreams thereof, run into the aſſembly.  - 
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are chriſtians like thole that drink wine 


* | 
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in bowls, merry and glad ; for that they 
have drunk into the ſpirit, and had their 
fouls refreſhed with the ſweet gales, and 


| ftrong wine thereof. This is the feaſt 


that Jaiab ſpeaks of, when he faith, In 
this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts 
make unto all people a feaſt of fat things 


= a feaſt of wine on the lees, of fat things 
full of marrow, of wine on the lees well 
refined, Ja. 25. 6. The communion of 


the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. 13. 24. Noy 
he warmeth ſpirits, uniteth ſpirits, en- 
lightneth ſpirits, revives, cheriſheth, 
quickeneth, ſtrengtheneth graces, renews 
aſſurances, brings old comforths to mind 
weakens luſts, imboldeneth, and raiſeth 


- a ſpirit of faith, of love, of hope, df 
prayer, and makes the word a bleſſing 


Conference a bleſſing, meditation a bleſ- 


fing, andduty very delightful to the foul 


Without this water of life, communion 
is weak, flat cold, dead, fruitleſs, lifeleſs; 
there is nothing ſeen, felt, heard or un- 
derſtood in a fpiritual and heart-quicken- 
ing way. Now ordinances are burden 


ſom, ſins ſtrong, faith weak, hearts hard; 


and the faces of our ſouls dry, as the 
1 parched 
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ground. This drink alſo revives us, 
when tempted, when ſick, when perſe- 
cuted, when in the dark, and when we 
faint for thirſt. The life of religon is 
this water of life; where that runs, where 
that is received, and where things are 
done in this ſpirit, there all things are 
well: the church thrifty, the ſoul thrifty, 
graces thrifty, and all is well. And this 
hint I thought convenient to be given of 
this precious water of life, that is with 
reference to the operative quality of it. 

I ſhall come in thenext place, to ſpeak - 
of it as the other deſcriptions which 7b 
doth give us of it. He ſays tis, 1 Pure. 
2* Clear. 3, Clear to a Compariſon. And 
be ſhewed me a pure River of Mater of 
Life, clear as Cryſtal. —- 4 

Firſt, You read here, that this water 


Jof life is PURE, that is, alone without 


mixture, for ſo ſometimes that word 
[ PURE ] is to be underſtood. As 
where it ſaith, pure oil olive; pure frankin- 
cenſe ; pure gold; pure blood of the grape, 
and the like: ſo then, when he ſaith, hz 


- BE etwed me a pure river of water of life, it is 


as if he had ſaid, he ſhewed me a rive 


of Water, that was all living, all life; and 
H - * that 9 


3 * * ; 3 
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That had nothing in it but lite. There 


| from his throne in 3 and really 


was no death, or deadneſs, or flatneſs in 
it: or as he ſaith; a little after, And 
there ſhall be no more curſe. A pure ri- 
ver.” There is not ſomuch as a grudge, 


or a piece of an upbraiding ſpeech found 
therein. There is in it nothing but 


heat, nothing but love, nothing but 
grace, nothing but life. The gifts and 
callings of God are without repentance, 


Rom. 11. 
Secondly, Pure, is ſometimes ſet in 


oppoſition, to ſhew or appearance : ay 
where he ſays, The ſtars are not pure, 


Job. 25. 5. That is, not ſo without mix- 


ture of darknefs, as "they ſeem to be: $0 


again, If thou waſt pure and upright, 


Job. 8. 6. that is, as thou ſeemeſt to be, 


or as thou wouldeſt have us believe thou 
art. 

Now take pure in this * here, and 
then the meaning is, Tis grace without 
deceit, without guile; its ſhew, and its 
ſubſtance is the ſame; it has nothing 
but ſubſtance in it; it is indeed what it 
ſeems to be in bulk; tis a river in ſhey, 
a river indeed. It comes from God and 


it 


The Water of Life. "Tg. 4 
it comes from his very heart. The great 
fear of the tempeſt is, that there is not 
ſo much grace in God, and that he isnot 
ſo free of it, and ſome ſcriptures ſeem to 
import. But this word pure, is levelled 
againſt ſuch objections and objectors, for 
the deſtroying of their doubts, and the 


relieving of their ſouls. There is no 


fraud, nor guile, nor fable in the buiſi- 
neſs; for tho? God is pleaſed to preſent 
us with his grace, under the notion of a 
river, it is not to delude our fancies there- 
by; but to give us ſome {mall illuſtrati- 
on of the exceeding riches of his grace, 
which as far for quantity out- trips the 
bigeſt rivers as the moſt mighty moun- 
tain doth the leaſt ant's egg, or atom in 
r 

Thirdly, But again, This word pure 
is in oppoſition to that which is hurtful 
and deſtructive. I am pure from the 


blood of all men, As 20. 26. That is- 


I have hurt no body. The wiſdom 
from that is from above is firſt pure, 
James 3. 17. *Tis not hurtful. « Do 
you count them pure with the wicked 
ballances ? Ach. 6. 11. How can that. 
be, ſince they are hurtful? ?! 
| 3 Now 
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Now take pure in this ſenſe here, and 


then it intimates that the grace of God, 


and the doctrine of grace, is not a hurt. 
ful thing. It is not a wine of an intox- 
icating nature. . If a man be filled with 
it, *twill do him no harm. The beſt of 


things that are in the world are ſome 


way hurtful. Wine is a mocker, ſtrong 
drink is raging : and whoſoever is de- 
ceived thereby is not wiſe, Prov. 20. 1.” 


But grace is not hurtfnl. Never did man 


yet catch harm by the fenjoyment and 
fulneſs of the grace of God. There is 


no fear of. exceſs, or ſurfeiting here, 


1 


grace makes no man proud, no man wan- 
ton, no man haughty, no man careleſs, 
or negligent as to his duty that is incum- 
bent upon him, either from God or man: 
No, grace keeps a man low in his own 
eyes, humble, ſelf-dedying, penitent, 
watchful, ſavory in good things, chart 


table; and makes him kindly affectiona- 


ted to the brethren, pitiful and courteous 
to all men. | | 

True there are men in the world that 
abuſe the grace of God, as ſome are ſaid 
&« To turn it into wantonneſs, and into 
aſciviouſneſs, Jud. 4. But this is » 
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becauſe ſuch men are themſelves empty 
of grace, and have only done, as death 
and hell have done with wiſdom, „heard 
the fame thereof with their ears, Job 28 


22. Tis a dangerous thing for a man 


to have the notion of grace while his 
heart is void of the ſpirit and holy 


The Water of Liſe. 73 I 


becauſe grace has any ſuch tendency, or * 
for that it worketh any ſuch effect; but 


pfinciples of grace; for ſuch a man can 


do no more than abuſe the grace of God. 
Alas ! what can be expected of him that 
has nothing in him to teach him to ma- 


nage that knowledge of grace which he 


has, but his fleſh, his luſts and luſtful 
paſſions? Can theſe teach him to ma- 


nage his knowledge?well ? Will they net 
rather put him upon all tricks, evaſions, 


irreligious conſequences and concluſions, 
ſuch as will ſerve to cheriſh ſin? What 
Judas did with Chriſt, that a graceleſs 
man will do with grace, *even make it 
a ſtalking horſe to his fleſhly and vile de- 
ſigns ; and rather than fail betray both 


it and the profeſſion of it, to the greateſt | 
enemies it has in the world. And here 
I may fay, tho' grace is pure, and not 


hurtful at all; yet one altogether carnal 
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ſubſervient to their luſts. 
the rain of God, and the droppings of 
his clouds, becauſe they continually fit 
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» ſinful, and graceleſs, having to do with 
the doctrineof it, by the force of his luſts 


which tamper with it, he will unavoid- 


ably bring himſelf into the higheſt ruins 
thereby. An unwary man may deſtroy 
himſelf by the beſt of things, not becauſe 
there is in ſuch things, an aptneſs to de- 
ſtroy; but becauſe of the abuſe and miſchief 
pf them 2 Pet. 2. 2a, 21, 22. Some 
know the way of life, the water of life, 
by knowledge that is naked and ſpecula- 
tive only; and it had been better for 
ſuch if they had not known, than to 


. and turn from what they know; 


n to know and make that knowledge 


Some receive 


under the means of his grace. But alas | 


they receive it as ſtones receives ſhowers, 


or as dung-hills receive the rain : They 


either abide as hard ſtones ſtill, or elſe 


return nothing to Heaven for his mercy, 


but as the dung-hills do, a company of 
ſtinking fumes. 


Theſe are they that 


drink in the rain that comes often upon 
them, and that inſtead of bringing forth 


Res meet for the ele, bring forth 
briers 


| de Uu, IP Life. 8 
briers and thorns: And theſe are they 
who are nigh unto curſing whoſe end i is 
to be burned. 

Fourthly, By this word [ pure] I un- 
derſtand ſometimes the chiefeſt good, 
the higheſt good. There are many things 
that may be called good, but none of 
them are good © as grace is geod, Gen. 1 
31. ” All things are pure, that is, all 
crearures in themſelves are good and ſer- 
viceable to man, but they are not ſo good 
as grace. There is a generation that 
are pure, that are good in their own eyes, 
Pro. 30. 12. * There are good men, 
good conſciences, good works, good 
days, good angels, Sc. but none ſo good 
as grace, for 'tis grace that has made 
them fo, grace, this water of life, there- 
fore is good, ſuperlatively good, good in 
the higheſt degree; for that it makes all 
things good: and preſery eth them good 
And whatever it be that this water of 
life waſheth not, *tis evil and given to 
the curſe, as the prophet ſaith, But 
the miry places thereof, and the marſhes 
thereof ſhall-not be healed, they ſhall be 
given to ſalt, Exek. 48. 11 


But who underſtandeth this, >, be- 
iev- 
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lieves it? Irs goodneſs is kept clole 
from the towls of the air: Men, moſt 
men are ignorant of the goodneſs of it, 
nor do they-care to enquire after the en- 
Joyment of this pure, this good water of 
life. The reaſon is becauſe tho* good in 
it ſelf, good in the higheſt degree, and 


that which makes all things good ; yet 


it is not ſuch a good as is ſuited to a car- 
nal appetite. There is good ; and there 
is ſuitable good: now ſuitable good is of 
two forts ; either ſuch as is ſpiritual, or 
ſuch as ds temporal, That which is ſpi- 

ritual, is defired only of them that is ſpi- 
ritual; for be good will ſatisfy a 
carnal mind. Now grace is a ſpiritual 
good * this river of grace, is the goodnels 
of ſpiritual good. Tis the original life 
of all the graces in our ſouls : No mar- 
vel then, if it be ſo little ſet by of thoſe 
that are carnally minded. Hay will ſerve 
a horſe, and mire will ſerve a ſow; ; ſo 
things of this life ſute beſt with the men 
of this world, for their appetite is groſs 


and carnal, and they ſavour not the, 


things which be of the ſpirit of God. 
he natural man receiveth not the 


thing that be of the ſpirit of God ; 
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things that be of this river of God) for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him : neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 


ritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. This 
is the river of oil which the prophet 


ſpeaks of, the river cf ſpirit. Where it a 


river of gold and filver, there would be 
old fiſhing on the banks thereof, but it 


it is a river “that runs like oy], aich the 


Lord God, Ezek. 32. 14. This rock 
ours us out rivers of oil, Jeb 29. 6. 


& Freſh oil, ſweet oil, the oil of joy, the 
oil of gladneſs, Pjal. 92. 10. Oil to a- 
noint the head inna Oil to make the 
face to ſhine, P/al. 55. 21. Ja. 61. 3. 
Oil by which thou wilt be made able to 
honour both God and man in ſome good 
meaſure as becomes thee. 

I might have enlarged upon this head, 
and have ſhewed you many more parti- 


culars wherein this term of [ pure] might” 
| ſerve for the better ſetting forth of the _ 


excellency of this water of life, but I ſhall 
proceed no further upon this, but will 
come to that which remains. 


Secondly, As this river of water of 
Life is ſaid to be pure, ſo tis 
aid to be [ clear. } He ſprwed me a pare. 


7 iver 
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river of water of life, CLE AR. This | 
term has alſo its particular ſignification, 
and therefore ought to be heeded, 

1. [Clear] is ſet in oppoſition to dark, 
therefore ſome are ſaid to be clear as the 
fun. And again, The light ſhall not be clear 
nor dark, Zech. 14. 6. In both theſe pla- 
ces [ Clear] is to be taken for light, day- 
light, ſun-light ; for indeed it is never 
day, nor ſun-ſhine with the ſoul, until 
ſtreams of this river of water of life come 
gliding to our doors, into our houles, 
into our hearts. Hence the beginning 

of converſion iscalled illumination : yea, 

the coming of this river of water of life 
_ unto us, is called the day-ſpring from 
on high, Heb. 10. 32. thro? the tender 
mercy. of our God,” *Tis alſo called 

< the dawning of the day; Luke 1. 78. 
And hence again, theſe men unto whom 

this river of water of life comes not, 
are ſaid to be darkneſs, 2 Pet. 1. 19. 

Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now 

ye are light in the Lord, Epb. 5. 8. 

Wherefore this water is like Fonathan's 

honey, ithath a faculty to oper zhe eyes, to 

make them that ſit in darkneis /ze a great 
_ * 1 Sam. 14. 27. The light of the 
_ know: 


* * 
X + — R_ > wa had ah wh A= tac Aw 5 OO DO COR Dn TT. Tn Fa Fa Een Eager 


; of 


Wm. IA eds gud no AM 


The Water of Life, 81 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt. ** God who com- 
manded the light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts to give 
the light, 2 Cor. 4. 6. (The ſpirit that 
enlightneth and giveth the light ) of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt. This river caſteth 
the beams where it goes, like the beams 
of the ſun ; it ſhines, it caſts out rays of ' 
glory unto thoſe thatdrink thereof. The 
ſtreams of this grace, were they that o- 
vertook Sau! when he was going to Da- 
maſeus, they were the waters of this flood 
that compaſſed him round about. He 
laith, ** This Light from Heaven was a 
great light, a light above the brightneſs 
of the ſun, a light that did by the glory 
of it, make dark to him all the things in 
the world; As 9. 3. Chap: 22. 6. COP: x 
© 200146 
2. Clear, is ſet in oppoſition to that 
vrhich is not pleaſing : for to be clear 
is to be pleaſant, Hence tis faid, truly 
the light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing i it 
is for the eyes to behold the clear fun. 


I read of rivers that looked red as blood, - 


that flank like the blood of 4 dead man, © 
2 Kings 
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2. Kings 3.. 22. 23. But this is no ſuch 


river. I read of rivers whoſe ſtreams 


are like ſtreams of brim/tone, firey ſtreams 
ſtreams of burning pitch, Iſa. 34- 9. But 
this is none of them. There is a river 
beſides all theſe, Clear and pleaſant, 


the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the 


city of God, Pfal. 46. 4. 
Theſe are the waters that the doves 


love to fit by, heczuſe by the clearneſs 


of theſe ſtreame, they can ſee their pretty 
ſelves as in a glaſs, Song, 5. 12. 

Theſe be the ſtreams where the doves 
waſh their eyes, and by which they ſo- 
lace thmſelves, and take great content 
Theſe ſtreams are inſtead (as I ſaid ) of 
a looking-glaſs ; their clearneſs preſents 
us with an opportunity of ſeeing our own 


features : As in fair waters, a man may 


fee the body of the ſun, and of the moon 
and of the ſtars, and the very body of 
Heaven; ſo he that ſtands upon the 
bank of this river, and that waſhes bis 
eyes with this water, may ſee the Son of 


God, the ſtars of God, the glory of God, 


and the habitation that God has prepa- 
red for his peeple. And are not theſe 


pleaſant ſights ? is not this excellent wa- 


ter 


„„ The: Wat of Dis. © 
ter ? has not this river pleaſant ſtreams ? 

z. Clear, is ſet in oppoſition to dirty 
water and muddineſs. I read of ſome wa- 
ters that are fouled! with the feet of beaſt 
and with the feet of men, yea, and deep 
waters too. Tea, ſaith God to ſome, ye 
have drunken of the deep waters, And 
have fouled the reſidue with your feer. 
and again, As for my flock they eat that 
which ye havetrodden with your feet, and 
they drink that which ye have fouled 
with your feet, Ezek. 34, 18. 19. Theſe 
waters are doctrines contained in the 
text, muddied end dirtied by the falſe 
gloſſes and fluttiſh opinions of erroneous 
judgments ; of which the poor ſheep, 
. been made to drink. And verily 
this is apparent enough, by the very co- 
lour and hue of thoſe poor ſouls: for 
tho' the truth of God was in them, yet 
the very ſtain of tradition and ſuperſtiti- 
on might be alſo ſeen in their ſcales. 
For as the fiſn of the river receive, by 
being there, the changeable colours of 
ehe waters, ſo profeſſors, what doctrine 
they hear and drink, do look like that. 
If their doctrines are muddy; if their 
doctrines are bloody, their notions and 

| dem- 
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tempers are bloody : but fif ther doc- 


trines are clear, ſo are their notions, for 
their doctrine has given them a clear un- 
derſtanding of things. Now here we 
have a river of water of life, that is clear, 
clear without dirt, and mud. Clear with- 


out human inventions and muddy con- 


ceptions of unſanctified, and inſtructed 
judgments ; yea, here you have a river 
the ſtreams whereof lie open to all in the 
church, ſo that they need not thoſe in- 
ſtruments of conveyance that are foul, 
and that uſe to make water ſtink if they 
received it to bring 1 it to them that have 
need. 


4. By Clear, we ſometimes under- 
ſtand purgation; or that a thing has 


ſometimes purged itſelf, or is purged 
from thoſe ſoils, and imputations of evil 
wherewith ſometimes they have been 
charged. Then ſhalt thou be clear 
from this thy oath, or how ſhall we clear 
our ſelves, Gen, 24. 8. 14. ] Some- 
thing of this ſenſe may be in the text, fo 
if men are not afraid to charge Go 
with © folly, which is intimated by 
.“ That thou mayeſt be clear when thou 
art judged, P/al, 51. 4.” ] will _ 
thin 


Damaſcus beyond them. But behold now. 
at laſt, when all' the. world have done 


2 te Wat * he 6 1 2 o = 
think you, be afraid to impute evil to bis 3 
word, and grace, and ſpirit? No verily ß: 8 
they are bold enough at this work. Nay, ., 
more than this, even from the toundati- © 3 
on of the world, men have caſt flanders 
upon, and imputed baſe things. unto the 
bleſſed grace of the goſpel. But not to 
look ſo far back, Paul was one of the = HK 
pipes through which God conveyed this 
grace to the world: and what was he A A | 
counted for his ſo doing, but a 4 peſtilent 
fellow and mover of ſedition throughout the. 
whole world: All. 24.5, 6. = 
Bur behold no imputation can flick on 9 
the grace of God, nor ſtick long, for 
that, like honey, will purge it elf of = 
what filth is put into it, and of all bad 
imputations of evil men. Springs por” 
nversare of a ſelf-purging quality: Now | 
here we have to do wich a river, a river. 
of water of life : but a river more ſland- 
ered than ever did Naaman the Syriaw . 
ſlander. the waters of Hrael, in preferring 
thoſe of Mana, and Pharpar, rivers of 


What chey <a) and hays: * what re- 
| | * ; 
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Proaches and ſlanders upon it they are 
able, *tis a river pure and clear. It has 
purged itſelf before kings, before prin- 
Fes and judges, and all the Naamans in 
the world. Tis till a river, a river of 
water of life, a river of water of life clear, 
5. By clear we ſometimes underſtand 
purity manifeſt, or innocency and good- 
neſs made known. [In all things ye 
have approved yourſelves to be clear in 
this matter, 2 Cor. 7. 11. ] That is, you 
| haye made it appear, and ſtand upon 
Your juſtification, and are willing to be 
fearched, and ſounded to the bottom by 
thoſe that have a deſire to undertake 
that work. So this river of water of 
life is the fountain, and in the ſtreams 
thereof, offer themſelves to the conſider- 
ation and conſcience of all men. To this 
end, how often doth God, the head of 
this river, and he out of whoſe throne it 
3 call upon men to challenge 
im, if they can, with any evil or miſ- 
doing towards them, either by preſence 
or doctrine; hence he ſays, © Put me in 
remembrance, let us plead together, de- 
clare thou ( if thou canſt) that thou may- 
eſt be N (and I condemned. ) 1a. 43 
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26. Hain, What iniquity have your fa- 
thers found in me, that they are gone far 
from me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain. So Chris, Which 
of you convinced me of ſin. And if I 
have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the e- 
vil, bear witneſs of the evil, Jabn 8.46. 
Chap. 18. 23. So Paul, We have re- 
nounced the hidden things of diſhonefty 
not walking in craftineſs, nor handling 
the word of God deceitfully ; but by 
manifeſtation of the truth, commending 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience in 
the ſight of God, 1 Cor. 4. 2. All theſe, 
ſentences are chiefly to be applied to doc- 
trine, and ſo are, as it were, an offer to 
any, if they can, a fpeck, or a ſpot, or a 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing in this river 
of water of lifes . 
Some men fly from it, as from aber; ; 
and ſome are afraid to drink of it, for 
fear it ſhould be poifon unte them. Some 
again, dare not take it, cauſe tis not 
mixed, and as they, poor fouls, imagine, 


qualified and made toothſom by a little 


of that which is called the wiſdom of 
this world. Thus one ſhucks, another 
—_ and another will none of God. 


I 2 Mean 
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Mean while, whoſo ſhall pleaſe to look 
into, this river, ſhall find it harmleſs and 
clear. Yea, offering itſelf to the conſci- 
ences of all men to make trial, if it be 
not the only, chief good, the only. neceſ- 
ſary waters, the only profitable for the 
health of the ſoul, of all the things in 
the world, and as clear of miſchief, as is 
eee, 2 
Thirdly, As John ſaw: this river pure 
and clear, ſo he ſa it clear to a compar- 
Ugn, Clear to the beſt of compariſons, 
clear as cryſtal. - Cryſtal is à very fine 
fone, as clear as the cleareſt glaſs, if not 
clearer; one may ſee far into it, yea thro' 
it, tis Without thoſe ſpots, and ſtreaks, 
and ſmirches that are in other precious 
ſtones. Wherefore when he ſaith, that 
this river is clear as cryſtal: it is as if 
God: ſhould: ſay, Look ſinners, look to 
the bottom; of theſe. my cryſtal ſtreams. 
Ihave heard of, ſome ſeas, that are fo 
pure and clear, that a man may fee to 
the; hottom tho' they are forty foot deep 
I know this river of water of life, is a 
deep river: but tho it is ſaid to be deep 
| it, ot ſaid we canſee no bottom. In- 
doch as to the vudeneis of en 
. 8 1 c e 
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be ſuch as that it cannot be paſſed over: 
But I ſay, it is no where ſaid that we 
eannot ſee to the bottom: nay the com- 
pariſon implies, that a man with. good 
eyes may ſee to the bottom. Tis clear, 
as clear as cryſtal. So then we will a lit- 
tle look down to the bottom, and ſee 
thro” theſe cryſtal ſtreams, what's at the 
bottom of all. | | 

Firſt, Then, the bottom of all is 
« That we might be ſaved, Jobn 5. 34, 

Theſe things 1 tay, /aith Chri N, that you 
might be ſaved ; and again, I am come 
that ye might have life, and that you 
might have it more abundantly, Fo. 10. 
10. This is the bottom of this great ri- 
ver of water of life, and of its proceeding 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
It is that we might be ſaved : it is that 

we might live. What'a good bottom is 
here ! What a ſound bottom is here; but 
few deep rivers have a good bottom. 

Mud is at the bottom of moſt waters in 
the world, even the ſea it ſelf when it 
worketh, caſts up mire and dirt, and ſo 
do the hearts of ſinnefs: but the bottom 
of this grace of God, and of the ſpirit, 


and word thereof, is that we might be 
E ſlaved 


- 
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faved, conſequent a very good bottom. 


Secondly, As the bottom of all is, that 
we may be ſaved; ſo that we may be ſa- 
ved by grace, and this is a bottom ſound- 
er and ſounder. Our falvation might 
have been laid upon a more difficult bot- 
tom than this. It might have been laid 
in our works, God might have laid it 
there, and have been juſt, or he might 
have left us to have laid it where we 
would, and then to be ſure we had laid 


it there, and ſo had laid but a muddy 


bottom to have gone upon to life. But 
now. this river of water of life, it has a 
better bottom ; ( the water is as clear as 
cryſtal, look down to the bottom and 
ſee ) we are juſtified freely by his grace. 


©« By grace are ye ſaved, Eph. 2. 5. 8. 


there is the bottom. Now grace, as I 


have ſhewed you is a firm bottom to 


ſtand on, tis of grace that life might 
be ſure, Rom. 4. 16. Surely David was 
not here, or ſurely this was not the river 
that he ſpake of, when he ſaid, „ fink 
in deep waters where there is no ſtanding 
I am come into deep waters where the 
floods overflow me : deliver me out of 


the mire, and let me not fink, E.. 69. 1 
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I fay, to be ſure this could not be the ri- 


ver: No, David was now ſtragled-out of 


the way, was tumbled into ſome pit, or 
into ſome muddy and dirty hole; for as 
for this river, it has a good bottom, a 
bottom of ſalvation by grace, and a man 
needs not cry out when he is here, that 
he ſinks, or that he is in danger of being - 
drowned in either mud or mire. 
Thirdly, The bottom of all is, as I 
ſaid, that we might be ſaved, ſaved by 
grace, and I will add, Through the 
redemption that is in Chriſt, Joſh. 2. 17 
. This 1s ſtill better and better. We read 
that when Jrael came over Jordan, the 
teet of the prieſts that did bear the ark, 
ſtood on firm ground in the bottom, 
and that they ſet up great ſtones for a 
memorial thereof. But had Jordan ſo 
good a bottom, as has this moſt bleſſed 
water of life, or where the ſtones that 7/- 
rael took out thence, lixe this tried ſtone, 
this ſure foundation? Iſa. 28. 6. O the 
throne! thisriver comes out of the throne 
and we are ſaved by grace through the 
redemption that is in him. We read in 
Heb. that there is a city that has founda- 
tion, grace is one, Chriſt another, and 
| 5” the 
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the truth of all the prophets and apoſtles, 
as to their true doctrine another, &c. and 
again, all theſe are the very bottom of 
this godly river of water of life. 
Fourthly, There is another thing to 
be ſeen at the bottom of this river, and 
that is, the glory of God; we are ſaved, 
faved by grace, ſaved by grace through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt, to the 
praiſe and glory of God. And what a 
good bottom is here. Grace will not 
fail, Chriſt has been ſufficiently tried, 
and God will not loſe his glory ; there- 
fore they that drink of this river ſhall 
doubtleſs be ſaved, to wit, they that 
drink of it, of a. ſpiritual appetite to it: 
and thus much for the explication of the 
text. 
I I come now to make ſome uſe of the 

whole. | 
You know our diſcourſe has been at 
this time of the Water of Tafe, of its 
quantity, head-ſpring and quality: and 
I have ſhewed you that its nature is ex- 
cellent, its quantity abundant, its head- 
Don glorious, and its qualicy __ 

nad. -: - 
F irſt, Let chis then in the firſt lace, 
be 
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a provocation to us to be more free in 
making uſe: of this water. There are 
many now a- days, that are for inventin 
of waters, to drink for the health of the 
body ; and to allure. thoſe that, are ill, 
to buy, they will praiſe their waters be- 
yond their worth. Yea, and if they be 
helpful to one perſon in a hundred, they 
make as if they could cure every one. 
Well here you have the great phyſician 
himſelf with his water, and he calls it 
the water of life, water of life for the 
ſoul; this water is Probatum eſt. It has 
been proved times without number: it 
never fails, but where tis not taken. No 
diſeaſe comes amils to it, it cures blind- 
neſs, deafneſs, dumbneſs and deadnefs. 
te It makes the lips of them that are a- 
ſlzep to ſpeak, Song 7. 9. This is the 
right holy water (all other is counter- 
feit) it will drive away devils and ſpi- 
rits, twill cure inchantments, and witch- 
crafts, it will heal the mad and lunatic; 
it will cure the moſt deſperate melan- 
choly, it will diſſolve doubts, and miſ- 
truſts, though they are grown as hard 
as ſtones in the heart: it will make you 


peak well, it will make you have a white 
ſoul, 


- 


1 


1 


Go The Water of Life. © 


ſoul, Gal. 3. I, 2, 3. Mar. 16. 17, 18 
Exei. 36. 26. Coloſ. 4. 6. Ezek. 3 6. 25 
It will make you taſte well, it will make 
you diſreliſn all hurtful meats; it will 
begetin you a good appetite to that which 
is good; 'twill remove obſtruCtionsjin 
the ſtomach and liver: It will cauſe 
that what you receive of God's bread, 
ſhall turn to good nouriſhment, and make 
good blood. In a word, it preſerveth 


life : They that take this water ſhall live 


longer than did old Mathuſalem ; and yet 


he lived a great while. 


Wherefore let me continue my exhor- 


tation to you, be more free in making uſe 
of this water, Mat. 20. 


3, 4, 5» 6. Tis 
the wholeſomeſt water in the world, you 


may take it at the third, ſixth, ninth and 


eleventh hour, but to take it in the morn- 
ing of your age is beſt, for then diſeaſes 
have not got ſo greatahead as when they 


are of long continuance : conſequently 


they will be removed with far more eaſe: 
beſides, thoſe that thus do, will receive 
endleſs life and comfort of it betimes ; 
and that you know is a double life to one. 

This water, greatly purges; and yet 


more effectually than any others. True, 
where 


1 
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where bad humours are more tough and | 
churliſh, it will ſhew itſelf ftronger of 
operation, for there is no-diſeaſe can be 
too hard for it. It will as we ſay, throw 
the houſe out of the windows, but will 
rid us of the plague of thoſe moſt deadly 
infections that otherwiſe will be ſure to 
make us ſleep in death, and bring us 
with the multitude down to hell. But 
twill do us no hurt, it only breaks our 
ſleep in ſecurity, end brings us to a more 
quick apprehenſion of the plague of our 
heart and fleſh. It will as I ſaid before, 
provoke to appetite, but make us long 
after that which is wholeſom. (If any 
aſk why I thus allegorize, I anſwer, the 
text doth lead me to it.) 
Secondly, I adviſe thee therefore: in 
the next place that thou get thee a dwel- 
ling place by theſe waters, The belo- 
ved of the Lord ſhall dwell in ſafety by 
him, and the Lord ſhall cover him all 
the day long, Deu. 32. 12. If thou aſk 
where that dwelling i is? I anſwer, in the 
city of God, in, and among the taberna- 
cles of the moſt high. This river comes 
from tlie throne, to water the city of God. 


and to that end it is ſaid 7% run in the 
midf 
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midſt of the fret of it, Rev. 22. 2. If 


ye will enquire, return, come. The 
| ſeed alſo of his ſervants ſhall inherit it, 

and ihey that love his name ſpall dwell there- 
in, P/al. 69. 34, Cc. Get thee a dwel- 
ling place in Jeruſalem, in the midſt of 
Jeruſalem, and then thou will be ſeated 
by this river. 

In old times the antients had hair ha- 
bitations by the rivers ; yea, in 70%. 13 
9. we read of Aroer that ſtood upon the 
bank of the river Arnon. Balaam alſo 
had his dwelling in his city Pethor, by 
the-river of the land of the children of 
his people. Oh, by a river fide, is the 
pleaſanteſt dwelling i in the world, and of 
all rivers, the river of the water of life is 
the beſt. They that dwell there, ſhall 
not hunger, nor thirſt, neither ſhall the 
heat of the ſun ſmite them, for he that 
hath mercy on them ſhall lead them, e- 
ven bythe ſprings of water ſhall he guide 
them, Ja. 49. 10, Sc. Trees planted 
by the rivers, and that ſpread out their 
roots by the rivers, they are the flouriſh- 


ing trees, they bring forth their fruit in 
their ſeaſon. And the promiſe is, that 
men FOR take up their avellings by the 

Wa- 
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water of life, ſhall be fruitful as fuch trees 
If thou be'ſt a chriſtian, thou haſt more 
than an ordinary call, and occaſion to a- 
bide by theſe waters, thy things will not 
grow but by theſe waters. weeds, and 
the excellencies of moſt men, we may 
find in the barren wilderneſs, they grow 
under every hedge: : + but: thine are gar- 
den, and ſo choice things, and will not 
thrive without much water, no, not with- 
out the water of God's river: dwell 
therefore here that thy ſoul may be as a 
watered garden. And when thou ſeeſt 
how thoſe that are loth to die, make 
proviſion at Tunbridge, Epſom; the Bath 
and other places, and what houſes they 
get that they may have their dwellings 
by thoſe waters, then dol thou eonſider 
of this ſpiritual diſeaſe, 1 
. 0 


can cure thee but this bleſſed water o 
lite: be àlſo much of deſires to Have a 
dwelling place in Jeruſalim that thou 
mayeſt always be nigh to theſe' waters: 
Be often alſo in watering thy plants with 
theſe waters. I mean the blefled graces 
of God in thy foulzithen ſhalt chou grow. 
and retain. thy greenneſs, and prove thy- 
ſelf to be aidiſciple indeed / And'here- 
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98 Þ The Water of Life. 
in is God, and thy father glorified that 
thou bear much fruit. 

Thirdly, My third 1 is, bleſs God 
for providing for man ſuch waters. 
Theſe only can make us live; and o- 
thers come out of chedead en, and do 


kill: there is no living water but this. 


I ſay, ſnew thy acceptation of it with 


thankſgiving ; if we are not to receive 


our bread and cheele, but with thankful: 
neſs, how ſhould we bleſs God for this 
unſpeakable gift. This is ſoul life, life 
againſt ſin, life from ſin ; life againſt the 


curſe, life from the curſe; life beyond 
hell, beyond. deſert, beyond thought, be- 


yond deſires; Life that's pleafing ; life 


that's profitable; life everlaſting. Oh 
my brethren ! bleſs God - ! who doth 


goo and give us ſuch rain, filling our 


earts with food and gladneſs, when 
Moſes would take the heart of Hrael, and 
took in hand to raiſe up their ſpirits to 


th ankfulneſs, he uſed to tell them that 


the land they were to go to, was a land 
that God cared for, and that was water- 
ed with the dew of Heaven. Yea, «© A 
land .of brooks, of waters, of fountains 


and deeps that — out of the 9 
an 
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hills: a land that floweth with milk and 
honey, which is the glory of all lands, 


Deu. 8. 6, 7, 8. Exo. 3. 8. Leb. 20, 24” 
But yet in this deſcription he made no 
mention of a river of water of life : a ri- 


ver the ſtreams e make glad. the 


city of God. 
This river is the running out of God's 
heart, the letting out his very bowels, for 


God is the living God. This is his 
ſoul. Vea, I will rejoice over them 
to do them good, and I will plant them 


in this land aſſuredly, with my whole 


heart, and with my whole ſoul, Jer. 22. 


41.” I ſay it ever God's heart and ſoul 
appear'd, it ſhewed itſelf in giving this 
water of life ,: and the throne from 


whence it proceeds. Wherefore all the 


reaſon of the world that in the reception 


of it, thy heart, and ſoul ſhould. run out 


and flow after him in,  thankigivings. 
See how. David words 1t in the hundred 
and third pſalm, all the fiye firſt veries 
and do likewiſe. ... 

Fourthly, By the 3 that are 


given of this water of life, chou art ca- 


pacitated to judge, when a notion, a 


ri an opinion comes to thine ear, 
10 whether 
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whether it is right good, and wholſome, 
or how. This river is pure, is clear, is 
pure, and clear as cryſtal. Is the doc- 


trine offered unto thee ſo ? or is it mud- 


dy and mixed with the doctrines of men? 


look man, and ſee if the foot of the wor- 


ſhippers of Bell be not there: and if the 


waters be not fouled thereby. What 


Warer is fouled, is not the water of life, 


or at leaſt not the water of life in its 
elearneſs MWherefore if thou findeſt it 


not rights! go up higher to the ſpring- 
head: for always the nearer to the ſpring, 
the -more pure, and clear is the water. 


Fetch then thy doctrine from a far, if 


thou'carift not have it good nearer hand. 
Thy life lies at ſtake, the counterfeit 


| of thingsis dangerous, every, body that 
is aware, is afraid thereof. Now a coun- 
terfeit here is moſt dangerous, is moſt 


deſtructive, whetefore: take heed how 


you hear, for; as faid before of the fiſh 


by your colour twill de feen what water 
you ſwimin : wherefore look' you well to 

your o 
- Fifthly, Doth tths Water of Life run 
like a river? like a broad, full and deep 
255 Then let nd man, be his tranſ- 
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greſſions never ſo many, fear not all, but 
there is enough to ſave his foul, and to 
ſpare. Nothing has been more common 
to many, than to doubt of the grace of 
God: a thing moſt unbecoming a ſinner 
Jof any thing ot the world. To break 
the law, is a fact foul enough; but to 
queſtion the ſufficiency or the grace of 
God to ſave there from, is worſe than 
fin if worſe can be. Whetefore deſpair- 
ing ſoul, for *tis to thee I ſpeak, torbear 
thy miſtruſts, caſt off chy ſlaviſh fears, 
hang thy miſgivings as to this upon the 
hedge : and believe, thou haſt an invita- 
tion ſufficient thereto, a river is before 
thy face. And as for thy want of good- 
neſs and works: let that by no means 
daunt thee, this is a river of water of life 
ſtreams of grace and mercy. There is 
as I ſaid enough therein to help thee, for 
grace brings all that is wanting to thy 
loul. Thou therefore haſt nothing to 
do, I mean as to the curing of thy ſoul 
of its doubts and fears, and diipairing 
thoughts, but to drink and live for e- 


ver. . 
K 
Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, But what is all this to the 
dead world ? to them that love to be 
dead? They to's their vanities about as 
the boys toſs their ſhittle-cocks in the air 
till their toot ſlips, and themſelves des 
ſcend into the pit. EPL] 
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Let this ſuffice for this time. 
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Priſon Medic 


Directed to the Hearts of © 
Suffering Saints 
AND 


Reigning : Sinners, = 


Ard wiſh thou mayſt abound 


Riend, I falute-thee i in the [ * 25 8 L 


In faith, and have a good regard - © ® 


To keep on holy ground. +». 


2. I hou deſt encourage me to hold 
My head above the flood, 
Thy counſel better is than gold, 
In need thercof ] ſtood, 


K. 2 © 2 Good 
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Good counſels good at any time, 
The wiſe will it receive, 
© Tho' fools count he commits a crime 
Who doth good counſel give. 


I take it kindly at thy hand 
Thou dicſt unto me write, 
My feet upon mount Sion ſtand, 
To that take thou delight. 


' 5. Iam( indeed ) in priſon (now). 

In bady, but my mind 

-Is free to ſtudy Chriſt, and how 

Unto me he is kind. 

6. For though men keep my outward 

. Within their locks and bars, { man 
Yet by the faith of Chriſt I can. 

. higher thafthe ſtars. 


Their fetters cannot ſpirits tame, 
| Nor tye up God from me; 

dar faich and hope they cannot lame, 
Above them | ſhall be. 


g. 1 here am very much refreſh'd 
To think when LI was out, 

1 preached lite, and peace, and reſt, 
To ſinners round about. 


9. My buſineſs then was ſouls to fave, 
y preaching grace and faith, 


Of 
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Of which the comfort now I have, + 
And have it Mall till death. 


10. They were no fables chat! taught, 5 
Devis'd by cunning men, 

But God's own word, by which were 
Some ſinners now and then. ¶ caught 


11. Whoſe ſouls by it were made to ſee T” 
The evil of their ſins ; 


And need of Chriſt to make them free 
From death, which chey were in. 


12. And now thoſe very hearts that then 
Were foes unto the Lord, 


Embrace his Chriſt and truth, like men A | 


Conquered by his word. 


13. 1 hear them ſigh and groan, and ery _ 


For grace to God above; 
They loath their ſin, and to it die, 3-2 
'Tis holineſs they love. 1 


14. This was the work I was about 
When hands on me was laid, 

'Twas this from which they pluck'd me 
And vilely to me ſaid, L out, 


16. You heritic, deceiver, come, 

To priſon you muſt go; 
You preach abroad, and ke 

You are the churchr 9 for. 


16 But 


ep noghomme, 1 


— * 
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16. But having peace within my ſoul, 
And truth on every ſide, 


I could with comfort them controul, 
I at their charge deride. 


Whereſore to priſon they me ſent, 


28 


7 Where to this day J lie. 8 
And can with vr ry much content | 
For my profeflion die. 2 
18 The priſon very ſweet to me 
Hath been, ſince I came here, 1 
And ſo would alto hanging be, 
_ If God will thece appear. 2 
19. Here dwells good conſcience, alſo 1 
Here be my garments white; | peace; 
Here, tho' in bones, | have relcaſe 
From guilt, which elſe would bite. 2 
When they do talk of baniſhment, 
"of death, or ſuch like things, 1 
Then to me God tends heart's content, 
. That like a fountain ſprings. 2 
21. Alas, they little think what peace 5 


They help me to, for by 
Their rage my comtorts do increaſe ; 
Bleis God therefore do I. 20 


they do give me gall to drink, A 
7 en God doch * 8 


So 
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So much thereto, that they can't think 
How bravely it doth taſte, | 


23. For as the Devil ſets before 
Me heavineſs and grief 
So God ſets Chriſt and grace much more 5 
Whereby J take reliet. 


24. Though they ſay then that we are 

2caufe we here do lie, [ fools _ 

I anſwer, goals are Chriſt his ſchools, ' 
In them we learn to die. 15 ot 


25. *Tis not the baſeneſs of this ſtate 
Dath hide us from God's face, i 
He frequently, both ſoon and late _ 

Doth viſit us with grace. 8 


26. Here com:s the Angels, here comet 
Here comes the ſpirit of G d [ latutys | 

To comfort us in our reſtraints | 
Under the wicked's rod. | 1 


27. God ſometimes viſits priſons more 
Than lordly palaces, 

He often knocketh at the door, 
When he our houſes miſs. 

28. The truth and life of heavenly things 
Litrs up our hearts on high, | 

And carries us on eagles wings, 
Beyond NE 8 29.1 
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29. It takes away thoſe clogs that hold 
The hearts of other inen. | 


And makes us lively, ſtrong and bod 1 


Thus to oppoſe their fin. 


20. By which means God.doth froſtrate 
That which our foes expect; 
; Namely, our turning th? apoſtate, 


Eike thoſe of Judas ſect. 


31. Here comes to our remembrance 
The troubles good men had 

Of old, and for our furtherance, 

Fheir j Joys when they were ſad. 


32; To them that here for evil lie, 
The place is comfortleſs, 


] But not to me, becauſe that I 
Lie hear for righteouſneſs. 


27. The truth and I were both here caſt 
| Together, and we do 

Lie arm in arm, and fo hold faſt 
Each other; this is true. 


33. This goal to us is as a hill, 
From whence we plainly ſee 

Beyond this world, and take our fill 
Of things that laſting be. 


35. From hence we ſee the emptineſs 
; Of all this world contains; 


And 


TAN 


— 
— 
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And here we feel the bleſſedneſs 
That for us yet remains. | 


36. Here we can ſee how all men play 
Their parts, as on a flage, - 
How good men ſuffer for God's way, 

And bad men at them rage. 


37. Here wecan ſeewho holdsthat oj 
Which they in ſcripture find ; 1 

Here we can ſee alſo who turns round | 
Like weathercocks with” wind. 


38. We can alſo from hence behold | 
How ſeeming friends appear, 

But hypocrites, as we are told 

In ſcripture every where. 


39 When we did walk at liberty, 
We were deceiv'd by them, 

Who we from hence do clearly ſee. 
Are vile deceitful men. 


40. Theſe politicians that profeſrd 
For baſe and worldly ends, 

Do now appear to us at beſt 
But machiavilian friends. 


41. Tho men do ſay, we do diſgrace 

Our ſelves by lying here 

Among the rogues, yet Chriſt our face 
From all ſuch filth will clear. 

; 42. We 


—— — 
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42. We know there's neither flout nor 
That we now for him bear, [| frown 


But will add to our heavenly crown, 
When he comes in the air. 


43. When he our righteouſneſs forth 
Bright ſhining as the day {| brings 
And whipeth off thoſe ſland'rous — 
That ſcorners on us lay. 


44. We ſeel our earthly happineſs 
For heavenly houſe and home; 

We leave this World becauſe *tis leſs, 
And worſe than that to come. 


45. We change our drofly duſt for gold; 
From death to life we fly : 
We let go ſhadows and take hold 


Of immortality. 


46. - We trade for that which laſting 1 is, 
And nothing for it give 

But that which is already his 

By whom we breath ard live. 


47. That liberty we loſe for him, 
Sicknets might take away: 

Our goods might alſo for our ſin 
B/ fire or thievts decay. 


48, Again, we ſee what gory. dis 


Freely to bear our croſs . 
| For 


* 2 
Wes "iT. 
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For him, who for us took up his, 
When he our ſervant was. 


49. Iam moſt free that men ſhould ſee 
A hole cut through mine ear; 

It others will aſcertain me, 
They'll hang a jewel there. 


50. Juſt thus it is to ſuſfer here, 
For him a little pain, 

| * ho, when he doth again appear, 

Will with him ler us reign. 


If all muſt either die for fin 
"A death that's natural; = 
Or elſe for Chriſt, 'tis beſt with bim 
Who for the laſt doth fall. 


52. Who now dare ſay, we throw * 
Our goods or liberty. 
When God's moſt holy word doth ſay 


We gain thus much thereby? 


53. Hark yet again, you carnal men, 
And hear what I ſhall ſay 
In your own dialect, and chen 
, Fil you no longer ſtay. 


54. You talk ſometimes of valour muck; 3 
And count ſuch bravely man'd, . 
That will not ſtick to have a touch 
Wich any in the land. Lam, 
L 2 55- But 
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If theſe be worth commending then, 
That vainly ſhew their might, 
L How dare you blame thoſe holy men 
That in God's quarrel fight? 


36. Though you dare crack a coward's 
Or quarrel fora pin, | crown, 
You dare not on the wicked-frown, 

Nor ſpeak againſt their fin. 


57. Althongh your ſpirits are ſo ſtout, 
For matters that are vain ; 
Yet ſin beſets you round about, 

You are in ſatan's chain. 


— 


58. You dare not for the truth engage, 
You quake at priſonment; 

Lou dare not make the tree your ſtage 
F or Chriſt, the King potent. | 


#79. Know then, true valour there doth 
Where men engage for God. [dwell 

Againſt the Devil, death and hell, 
And bear the wicked's rod, 


60. Theſe be the. men that God doth 

Of high and noble mind; [ count 
"Theſe be the men that do ſurmount 
What you in nature find. 


61. Firſt they do conquer their own 


Re worldly fears, and then {| hearts, 
2 Alſo 


— _ 


Preisen Ne. 1 1413 
Alſo the devil's firy darts,” | Dt Gen 2. OR 
And perſecuting „„ 


62. They conquer when es thus do fall | 
They kill when they do die: | 
They overcome then moſt of all, 

And get the victory. 


63: The worldling underſtands not this, 855 


Tis clear out of his ſight; 
Therefore he counts this — 4 7 his bliſs, 
And doth our glory ſlight. 


64. The lubber knows not how to ſpring 
The nimble footman's ſtage ; 
Neither can owls or jackdaws ſing 
If they were in a cage. 


65. The ſwinedothnot thepearls e 2 


But them doth light for grains, 
Tho' the wiſe merchant labours hard 
For them with greateſt pains. 
66. Conſider man what I have ſaid, 
And judge of this aright; , 
When all mens cards are fully play'd 
Whoſe will abide the light? 
67. Will thoſe, who have us hither caſt ! 2 


Or they who do us ſcorn ? 
Or thoſe who do our houſes waſte ? 


Or us, who this have born? ö 
* 
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68. And let us count i ole things the 
f e 


That beſt will prove at laſt; 
. And count ſuch men the only ble ſd, 


That do ſuch things hold faſt. 


=_— 69. And what though they us dear do 
= Yet let us buy them ſo; | coſt, 
| We ſhall not count our labour loſt 
When we ſee others woe. 


bh 70. And let faints be no longer blam'd 


By carnal policy; 
But let the wicked be aſham'd 


Of their malignity. 
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